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Slams Flacke qn Crossgates
R

Editor, Gazette: 6

Unless the media is present-
ing a grossly distorted picture,
it is becoming increasingly
clear that Robert Flacke, com-
missioner of the Department of

‘ Environmental Conservation, is

as hellbent on allowing Cross-
gates to be built as Pyramid is
on building it,

First, he overruled the recom-
mendations of the hearing offi-

'| cer — a person commissioned to
|1isten to and study months of

testimony and base his judg-
ment on the merits. Then he

‘| gave Pyramid time to clean up

its act — change its case, as it

| were, to counter the facts and
!| information presented by the
|area residents opposing it.

Next, he decided not to re-
open the hearings; this prevents
the people from having the op-
portunity to refute this new in-
formation face-to-face and
cross-examine Pyramid’s “ex-
perts.”

Flacke’s bias in handling this
case would make more sense if
he were the commissioner of
commerce. The environmental
issues, however, are but some of
the reasons why a large majori-
ty of the area residents are op-
posed to Crossgates. Isn’t it
about time that our government
officials, like Flacke, started
listening to the people instead of

wealthy developers? :
: TOM MAYER
Albany

-

His mind made up?\{%\@

To the editor:

It is becoming increasingly clear that
Robert Flacke, commissioner of Environ-
mental Conservation, is as bent on allow-
ing Crossgates to be built as Pyramid is on
building it. .

First, he overruled the recommenda-
tions of the hearing officer, a person
commissioned to listen to and study
months of testimony and base his judg-
ment on the merits presented. Then he
gave Pyramid time to clean up its act. —
change its case, as it were, to counter the
facts and information presented by the
area residents opposing it. Next, he
decided not to reopen the hearings; this
prevents the people from having the
opportunity to refute this new information
face to face and cross-examine Pyramid’s
“experts.”

Mr. Flacke’s bias in handling this case
would make more sense if he were the
commissioner of commerce. The environ-
mental issues, however, are but some of
the reasons why a large majority of area
residents are opposed to Crossgates. Isn’t
it about time our government officials
start listening to the people instead of
wealthy developers?

' TOM MAYER
Albany



