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GUILDERLAND - Traffic conges-
tion on Western Avenue if the $85 mil-
lion Crossgates Mall is built will mirror
that on Colonie’s Wolf Road, says the
area’s top transportation official. But
whether that is acceptable must be
decided by the state Department of
Environmental Conservation (EnCon).

Charles Carlson, regional director
for the state Department of Transporta-
tion, said Western Avenue would have
traffic levels that are rated “D” and
“E”. —"undesirable — after the mall
construction if the developers do road
work they promised during environ-
mental permit hearings for the mall
this spring. A project developer dis-
putes Carlson’s contention.

William Dickerson, EnCon adminis-
trative law judge, conducted environ-
mental permit hearings on the plan and
will make recommendations to EnCon
Commissioner Robert Flacke.

Carlson said Dickerson must decide
whether traffic conditions similar to
those on Wolf Road would be accep-
table.

“The way in which traffic is handled

is one of the major decisions the admin- -

istrative law judge will have to face "
Carlson said.

- A decision on whether to grant the
permits needed for construction of the
$85 million mall is expected in Decem-
ber.

The transportation department rates
highways under its jurisdiction accord-
ing to the degree of congestion on the
various roads. An “A" rating is the
most desirable and “F” the least de-
sirable. -

Carlson, who said last week that Wolf
Road has a “D” rating and is “fast
approaching E,” said Western Avenue
conditions would be similar to those on
Wolf Road and Central Avenue. - .

“What already exists on Central Ave-
nue and Wolf Road is what will exist on
Western Avenue,” he said.
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Carlson said that while the depart-
ment sometimes builds roads to level
“D,” “Level E starts to become unac-
ceptable People are irritated by level
of service ‘E,’ " he said.

Carlson said that level of service
“B,” which he anticipates will exist on
Wol Road, is capacity level for a road,
while level “F” indicates a breakdown
of service.

Traffic conditions on Western Ave-
nue have been a major cause for con-
cern in the town of Guilderland.

Last December, local Republican
Party officials stated their opposition to
the proposed mall based on traffic
plans submitted by the Pyramid

" Crossgates Co., the mall’s developer.

Matthew Mataraso, Guil” -rland Re-
publican chairman, released a
statement opposing the mall because
the widening of Route 20 proposed by

~ the company would “overwhelm the

neighborhood, forever ¢ changing its res-
idential character.”

- During environmental permit hear- |
ings, Pyramid recommended traffic

* plans calling for widening of Route 20,

‘making an existing bridge over the
Thruway one way and addmg another
bridge for traffic going in the other

- direction.

James Vlasto, spokesman for Pyra-
mid, said the firm has contended the
level of service will be improved on
Western Avenue if it is allowed to build -

. “the mall.

Vlasto said the traffic prohlems that

;. ¢xist on Wolf Road could not be com-

pared with those on Western Avenue,
and were the result of poor planning.

“I don’t think anyone with any ex-
perience in transportation would make
a comparison between Wolf Road and
Western Avenue. The Wolf Road situ-
ation developed because of poor plan-
ning and excessive growth,” he said.

Vlasto said the company planned $8
million in road improvements in the
area to avoid traffic problems on
Western Avenue in the future.

Vlasto said Carlson *“was not partici-

ting in our hearings and I'm not sure
ga e is that familiar with the testxmony.
either by his own people or our people.”



