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. ALBANY — A company needing key
“state permits to build what would be
the largest shoegmg mali in New Vork

State contributed $33,000 to the electxon
campaign of Gov. Hugh L. Carey.

___ The contribution was the second larg-

“est the Carey campaign received from
an individual donor, an examination of
election spending records by Binghara-
ton Evening and Gannett News
Service reportef has revealad.

Pyramid Crossgates Corp develop-
ers ol several shoppin&m in New
York zzd Massachusetis plans to build
an $85 million, 200-store suburban Alba-

ny complex,
Crossga parently got around the
stmrt%’l’mn w wmch iimits co
rate contributions to $5,000 a year by
making its donations in the name of the
sgx s Group a partnership.
ra hrough Pyramid Cross-
gatgs Co:p thc parent firm.
A kesman for the state Board of
ons ui&gaﬂnomhips are not sub-
)edlnlhes.’» corparate limitation

Lrossgr ates s seeking state approval
ansportation plan and must
prove to the state that the project will
not have adverse impact on Lﬁc envi-
ronment.

CROSSGATES IS PART of the

Syracuse-hased Pyramid Companies
which already have shopping centers in
Plattsburgh, Glens }P£ Saratoga
Springs, thaca and Holyoke. Mass.,
with projects underway in New Hart-
ford, near Utica, and Auburn. Other
projects have been proposed, and

%lﬁy,sf xeggf»sed m Euﬂmgton.

The New Hartford pro;cct fou.,ht bit-
terly by environmentai groups, last
June won a state Deplrtnent of Envi-
ronmeatal Conservatrion permit to
build in a wetland area after several
weeks of hearings.

An EnCon source familiar with the
New Hartford project said the gover-
nor’s office was “interested’’ in its go-
ahead because of its ecoomic dzvelap-
ment Wézl‘catmns and spparently con-

ity of Utlca officials to dro

?osmon to the project. The city origr

poscd the center claiming that
lt woul harm downtown Utica's strug-
gling retail businesses.

James Vliasto, a former
tary to Carey, and now public relations
counsel for Pyramid Crossgates,
denied that the campaign contributions
were intended to influence state deci-
sions on the Albany suburb l{‘)romct per-
mits. He said the process the state fol-
lows in granting environmental and
transportation permits for major proj-
ects is so intricate that anyone seeking
them ‘must prove his case ™’

“The permit process can't be influ-
enced because it's based on factunl
data and extensive public hearings,”
said. "‘Any little thing can bounce lhe
project.”

ress secre-

Carey’s communications director
Charles Holcomb, said that while he is
aware of the Crossgates contributions,
“they would have nothing to do with
any decisions we (the state) make.”

“NOBODY WOULD CHANGE a d'.em-
smn because of it, " he said.
He said the agphcanons for permits
would be judged on the merits of the
case.

Whether those permits will be grant-
ed is still up in the air. Community
opposition to the Cross%) ates project has
been strong, itter battle is
expected w en environmental hearings
begm in January. Should the permils

be denied, the project would be.dead
and Crossgates investors would lose
millions of dollars.

Viasto said the Crosszates contribu-
tions to Carey in Oct. 1878, and last
April were to purchase $500-a-plate din-
ner tickets to fund-raisers put on for the

overnor in New York City by Frank

inatra. He said the tickets were given
to Crossgates cliants who mtend to put
stores in the giant shopping com ex

Be sald he recomniended the
contributions be made to the Smau-a
dinner after Crossgates officials asked
Vlasto his advice on making campaign
contributions to the gubernatorial race.

“They hadn’t done much (political
contnbutmg) before except in local
races,’ he said.

The first contributions, 823 000,
before Election Day, he said, were to
support an mcumbcnt governor.

o Carey campaign

“That was an intefligent invest-

ment,"” Vlasto said. *‘He (Carey)} had
been there four years and looked like
he'd be successful.”

He chracacterized the second contr:-
hution, $10,000, after Carey won re-elec
tion, as a “'prudent” investment. . .

(The largest single contribution to
the Carey campaign was $40.000 hy
Edward Bronfman, a New York city
liquor magnate).

arey's chmpaign finances have
been the focus of a number of press

rego
isclosures b
GNS team foun m ajor contributors to
Carey were the benficiaries of million
of dollars in unbid consulting angd lcas-
ing contracts with the state In addi-
tion, recent testimony in the racketeer-
ing trial of Brookiyn dock boss Anthony
Scotto alleged that the Carey campalgn
received an illegal $25.000 cash dona-
tion arranged by Scotto.

Carey has denied knowledge of the
Scotto cash contribution and said con-
tributions do not influence the award
ing of state contracts.

he Evening Press-

Six-monfh figures . show

NEW YORK (AP) — In the six
menths of 1979, mnre than four-{ifths of
the murders in the state occurred in
New York City, according to new statis-
tics that show reports of viclent crime
rose sharply state-wide in that time.

The state Division of Criminal Jus-
tice Services said the state's 4.8 percent

wrom in trnalamt Artiema Aiiring tha firet

increase in violent crimes

ment emphasizing thal the reports of
violent crimes dipped last year, said
the figures for this year show tnat law
en(orcement agencies and New York-
ers "'must redouble”’ efforts to stop
crime.

The report said "62.3 percent of the
killings were committed by a relative,
friend or acquaintance of the victim.



