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$85 Mill
Guilderland Site

Plan Will Preserve
Habitat of Butterfly

GUILDERLAND — Updated
plans for the proposed Crossg-
ates Mall, including extensive
new road construction and the
preservation of the breeding
grounds of the Karner Blue but-
terfly, have boosted the es-
timated cost of the massive
project from $50 million to $85
million, the developer said.

% % %

The latest proposal for a
shopping mall, the second such
plan for the Pine Bush site,
includes six ‘“anchor” depart-
ment stores and more than 150
other shops and restaurants.

If all government approvals
are met, contruction of the
90-acre mall could begin in De-
cember, with a projected open-
ing of October 1980 for the first
phase that will include four of
the six major tenants and park-
ing for 7,000 cars, he said.

The developer this week filed
an environmental impact state-
ment and permit applications
for review by such agencies as
‘the state Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation
(EnCon), the state and federal
transportation departments and
.the Guilderland Town Zoning
Board of Appeals.

. James Vlasto, a spokesman
“for Crossgate Group, said state
hearings on controversial envi-
‘ronmental questions could
begin as early as mid-July.

- Among the modifications in
‘the new proposal is a plan to
set aside five-acre nature pre-
serve in the northern part of
the parcel for protection of a
breeding ground for the Karner
Blue butterfly, listed as an en-
-dagered species.

. The new plan also addres-
seses a state Department of
Transportation (DOT) request
‘that transportation patterns be
modified to divert traffic away
‘.%om Western Avenue (Route
20)
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mall to add $50 million per year
in personal income for the area
based on an estimated $258 mil-
lion in the mall's annual gross
receipts, according to Sproul,
managing director of Crossg-
ates Group, the developer.

Among the major tenants
mentioned for the mall are the
J.C. Penney Co., Filene's, Jor-
dan Marsh and Montgomery
Ward.

Sproul has not announced the
signing of any tenant leases.
Sproul said this week two of the
departments stores are expect-
ed to be from out of the state.

Crossgates Group is com-
posed of the Pyramid Mall
Companies, developer of about

?5 shopping malls in the nation,
including those in Saratoga
Springs, Glens Falls and Platts-
vurgh; the Joseph Muscarelle
Development Co. Inc. of May-
Iwood, N.J., owner of the
135-acre parcel; and Malden
Properties of Albany, repre-
sented by William Strong.
Muscarelle, Strong and
others, incorporated as Crossg-
ate Joint Venture, in 1974 un-
successfully proposed another
version of mall on the same
site. Features of the earlier
plan not mentioned in the cur-
rent proposal with plans that
include office buildings, profes-
sional offices, a convention
hotel and facilities for manufac-

'I‘he developers expect the :

turipg and distribution.

1pe proposed mall site is
boundetf by the Washington Av-
enue Extension, the Thruway,
Western Avenue (Route 20) and
Rapp Road.

For the current proposal, the
developers worked out with the
state DOT a design for connect-

'ing the mall with the Adiron-

dack Northway (I-87) and the
Washington Avenue Extension.
The reconstruction of Rapp
Road (to be renamed Wellspr-i
ing Road) also is proposed. !
Emil (Skip) Skoglund, assis-
tant regional planning engineer .
for DOT said the latest designs
are closer to what he expects
his department to appprove.
“The connections there right
now are getting very close, if
they get through all the other
approvals,” he said. He noted
DOT requires a developer.to
show a benefit to the traveling
public, as well as to the users

of the project.

The project has sparked op-
position from downtown Albany
merchants who contend the
mall would siphon off their bus-
iness; from environmentalists
fearing destruction of the
Karner Blue butterfly’s Pine
Bush natural habitat, and from
some town residents who peti-
tioned against the addition of
another shopping mall to the
area. .

T he environmental impact

statement is required to

The Crossgates Group also is
prepared to dedicate 60 acres of
‘“underdeveloped” Pine Bush
land near Old State Road, about
a mile from the mall, for prese-
vation, according to Sproul.
Since the mall will provide
most of its own public services,
the developer said it will affect
public budgets only minimally.
It is intended to attract shop-
pers particularly from Mas-
sachusetts and Canada and to
'keep local money in the area.




Environment Data
Released for Mall

By BARBARA HEINS
Gazette Reporter
ALBANY — Increased water
flow and a change in Krum Kill
headwaters course into the
. McKownville Reservoir, in-
creased noise and air pollution
and removal of 145 acres of
““yegetation are among the “ad-
verse impacts which cannot be
avoided” if construction of the
- proposed Crossgates Mall is ap-
- proved.

* % %

Developers for the mall yes-
- terday filed a draft environ-
mental impact statement whose
: purpose is to define the affects
- ‘of the mall upon the surround-
. ing areas to both the human
and wildlifes. It is expected
_that the state Department of
Environmental  Conservation
will take approximately 30 to 40
days to review the impact
statement b e f o r e scheduling
. public hearings on the state-
ment. Developers said that they
. expect the hearings may begin
~ as soon as July or August.

" Mall developers have set a
“target for the start of construc-
tion for sometime in December
with completion of the first
mall phase to be in October
.1980.
~ According to the impact
.statement, ‘“‘the projct would
"alter the headwaters of the
‘Krum Kill, removing its natural
“ehannel upstream of the
. McKownville Reservoir. All on-
.site water courses of an inter-
‘mittent nature would be re-
-placed by storm sewers, open
‘channels and detention basins.”
‘The detention basins are pro-
posed to control on-site storm-
water flow.

Also, the project is expected
- “to increase the total volume of
" water into the Krum Kill by
reducing vegetation” and
. “drainage facilities would alter
" the flow pstterns of the Krum
Kill by concentrating a larger
volume of runoff over a shorter
.time.”

Although the report contends,
-there would not be a violation
£f sk gollution standards, car-
-bon monoxide level concentra-

tions would increase. It was;
also predicted that the “‘several
locations within 400 feet of con-
struction activitiy” where
“truck traffic to and from the
project site and erection and
finishing of the building will
generate noise.” According to

~the report, “there are no local

numerical standards in local
noise ordinances.”
% % X
The 131 acres of vegetation
on the site and an additional 14
acres that are connected with
off-site transportation improve-
ments would no longer be “nat-
ural systems,” with approxi-
mately 56 acres of hardwood
trees to be removed. An addi-
tional eight acres of mixed
forest trees and two acres of
the ptich pine-scrub, which is
predominant in Pine Bush
areas, would be ‘“directly af-
fected” or “removed.”
It was also stated that
sm aller mammals, such as

woodchucks, skunk s, mice, ’

squirrels and some reptiles and

amphibians would remain in;

the undeveloped areas while
“all species would be reduced
in th population on the site,
however, due to lack of detailed
data on the existing popula-
tions, it is not possible to es-
timate which species would be
absent after the project.”

A five-acre breeding ground
for the Karner Blue butterfly,
which is on the state EnCon list
of endangered species, will be
set aside.

* % %

Although the mall developers
will employ its own security
force. it was predicted “the
processing of criminal com-
plaints associated with the proj-
ect operations may contitute a
burden on the ” Guilderland
Police Department.

It was also projected that the
actual mall construction would
generate 2,783 full-time con-
struction jobs and permanent
employment for 2,505 persons
once construction is coppleted.
Also, $2.7 million in annual tax
revenues are said to be gen-

erated from the proposal.
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CROSSGATES AT CROSSROADS - Aerial view of an | the Washington Avenue Extension on the north, the
artist’s rendering shows the proposed Crossgates Mall in | Thruway, Western Avenue (Route 20), and Rapp Road.
the Pine Bush are of Guilderland in an area bounded by




