By BRUCE DANIELS

‘the McKownville Fire Dist-
«fict’s referendum calling for
“the expenditure of another $80,-
000 is approved by district vat-
=63 mext Thursday, McKown-
wville taxpayers can expect an
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increase of about $6.88 per
$1,000 assessed valuation.

Approval would bring tre
bond issues okayed to $255,000
in the fire district.

At the present 4 per cent
interest rate on bonds, con-
struction and land acquisition
for the firehouse will mean an
increase of $5.65 per $1,000 and
the new pumper will cost tax-
payers $1.23 per $1,000, accord-

ing to Fire Commissioner Fred
Abele.

Mr. Abele added, however,
that the bond issue for the pur-
chase of the district’s 1957 La-
France pumper will be paid off
this year, which would mean a
decrease of about 70 cents per
$1,000 in the tax bill,

The McKownville Board of
Fire Commissioners held an
open house last night to answer
questions from residents on the
upcoming bond issue and to
explain the course of events

since voters approved a $175,-

000 bond issue in June 1965 by
a 367 to 64 margin.

About 30 persons attended the
meet-ing——In;é‘luding Guilderland
Supervisor Carl Walters, mem-
bers of the fire company and
its auxiliary, but only one resi-
dent asked more than one ques-
tion of the commissioners.

Frank Casatelli, chairman of
the board of commissioners,
said he had hoped more people

would attend, but felt the com-
bination of cold weather and
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“confidence” in the commis-
sioners may have kept people
away.

“We want to keep this prob-
lem in the open,” Mr, Casatelli
said—referring to the district’s
fight to reverse a condemna-
tion commission’s award of
$102,000 for the site of the pro-
posed new firehouse.

Mr. Casatelli added “If any-
ong is here tonight to complain
about the price of the land,
then he’s among friends — be-
cause we think it’s too high.”

/|He said the voters are being

asked to approve the $102,000
figure for the land because
“We've got to get started now!
The longer we wait, the higher
gonstr-uction cost -are going to
e.ﬂ

The fight to lower the con-
demnation award will be con-
tinued — “to the governor, if
necessary” —said Mr. Casatelli,
who added that he was also
“hopeful’~ that construction
costs could be kept at a lower
level than taxpayers will be
asked to approve.

Bids Withdrawn

“The last time around four
out of seven contractors with-
drew their bids because we
were tied up in the courts, but
this time we hope to get lower
bids,” he said.

The lowest bid received for
construction exceeded the $110,-
000 authorized by voters in the
June 1965 referendum.

When the one resident asked
if the cost of property at 1248
1250 Western Avenue would not
make McKownville’s “the rich-
est firehouse in the state,” Mr.
Casatelli replied that 15 sites
had been investigated and found
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unsuitable or impossible fo ob-
tain.

“Besides,” he said, “the
courts wouldn’t have allowed us
to condemn the property if we
hadn’t been able to prove an
absolute need for it.”

Commissioner Abele noted
that it was the “first time in
the history of New York State”
that a fire district has had to
condemn propery to build a
new facility.

The property, which had been
purchased by the Potter Club
Alumni Association in 1962 for
$40,000 later was- valued at $50,-
000 by an appraiser on behalf
of the fire district.

As for the $102,000 award,
Mr. Casatelli said last night he
felt there was ‘“nothing illegal
about it, but something is wrong
when the land value goes up so
much in so short a time. And
not a single change or im-
provement has been made on
the site.” )

The land was sold by the
Potter Alumni Association to
Bowman Associates—later nam-
ed “The 1250 Western Avenue
Corp.—in July 1965 for $67,000.




