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The Altamont Enterprise — Th

GCHS symphonic band, conducted by Donald Webster,

high school auditorium.

'McKownville: News And Comment

(Continued from Page 2)

Washington Ave., wauld pot need
to be constructed until the third

town demanded that either Pyra-
mi¢ pledge to construct Driveway
E prior to the opening of the first
phase.of merd mall, ar go back to the

Zoning Board. N
Pyramid.chose to pledge to build:*
Driveway E. | . BN
Having done. S0, and having
provided the various; ho;
:hfruct;ion'wplans;:elé‘.'
e use Eermh
mam the building
But'what a curious situfition. The
building permit is for a: ¥50,000:
square foot J. C. Penney storg.

the town

Belore they opea the Penney's .

store, Pyramid also has to build a
bridge over Western Ave., a bridge
over the Thruway, 3 bridge under
Washington Ave. Extension and a
* host of other highways. The cost.of
those ‘hilghway improvements al-
most certainly exceeds the likely
cost of the Pepney's store —
probably more like double the cost.
‘So obtaining the building permit
for Peaney's does not signal.that
Pyramid is really planning to bulld
a shopping center, or at least not
right away.
1t seemns that Pyramid sought a
building permit now to be sure to
have it before the special use
permit expired on Dec. 16, 1982,
For otherwise Pyramid would
haveto retura to the Zoning Board
and ask for an extension.
And with 2. somewhat different
membership on the board than that

onds, con- - .
réquired by “the right of: Commissioner Flacke

permit.-. * fn

which approved the
special use permit by a ¢3 vote,
and with a highway plan approved
by DOT which is not at all
attractive to the town in some
expensive aspects, Pyramid was
very well advised to get a
building permit of some kind, now,

The building permit does not
mean that Pyramid is ready to
build. -1t sivoply kept Pyramid's
options open.

Water Regulations Case
. The Appellate Division upheld.

original

to issue-Pyramid a SPDES permit
a: 4 dacieion handed

‘down.on Dec. 2. :
Conicerteéd. Citizens  Against
Crossgates.and the other plaintifts

had clafméd " that 'the SPDES
permit, which regulates the
amount of pollutants which Cross-
-gutes could allow to run inte the
McKownvilie Reservolr, would

violate several sections of ther..

Health Department * regulations’
protecling the reservoir. The state
and Pyramid claimed, first, that
the regulations did not apply since
the reservoir was no longer belng
used for public water, and second,
that even if they did apply, the
SPDES permit did not violate the
regulations. .

The court agreed with plaintiffs
that the reguldtions did remain in
force, protecting the reservoir,
However, they atso agreed with the
stato that those regulations should
be read narrowly, and that if read
narrowly, the SPDES permit did
not violate those regulations.

The court narrowed the issue to 8

REAL AMERICAN
INDIAN JEWELRY

. Silver and Turquoise jeweity,
headviork jewelry, poftery, rugs, books,
baskets, paintings, carvings, dolls.

' Ameri'ca,n‘ India.i Treasures

ONLY AUTHENTIC ARTS and CRAFTS SINCE 1967

.. Hours:
2558 Wastern Ave., Rits. 20 & 146 Mon..Fri, 10-9
Guilldertand, N.Y. 12084 * Sat. 105
~ Major Cradit Cards Sup. 12.5
) . L Rt. 20
La Stella R;storante Carman Rd.

¥*¥ December Specials *¥*
Full Course Difiners

Beked ZIt ............... $6.46

Veal Cactiatore ..........
N.Y. Cut Sirloin Steak

Closed Tuesday

Soup, Salad, Spaghetti (or Veg le and Po! }, Coffes.
Mon. - Thurs. Shimios F'rlday
rimp Scampl or
Veal Parmigiana .......... $6.85 Frn%lavolo
Eggplant Parmigiana .

-+ $5.95] groiled Lobster Tails
a

. Saturday and Sunday
Tenderloln Tips (sherry wine, mushrooms) .............
Voal Scaloppine (sherry wine, musthrooms)

REGULAR MENU ALSO AVAILABLE
Book Your Christmas Luncheon or Dinner Party
[Up to 40 Peaple}

ORUASRARAN L §7.95

356-2353

.4

Alamont Enterprise—Bob Hagyard

opened this moath's winter concert series at the

determination of whether  the
water quality standards set forth in
a different section of Health
Department rules and regulations
(10 NYCRR 170.4) would be
violated by the discharge of
pollutants permitted by the SPDES
permit. “Review of these stan-
dards in conjunction with the
SPDES permit issued to Pyramid
and under attack in .this action
reveals that the effluent dis-

" charges authorized by DEC under

thepermit are well within the DOH
guidelines . . .”

Concerned Citizens and the other
plaintiffs. had felt that the argu-
ment was stronger that the SPDES
permit violated the specific regula-
tions of the Health Department
protecting.the McKownville Reser-
voir, and did not set forth its best
case that the 170.4 standards would

- also be violated by the Issuance of

the SPDES permit.. . .

-The plaintiffs felt that if the case
were to come down to a determing-
tion of whether the 170.4 standards
were to be violated, then the case
would take on a different charac-
ter, involving the weighing of
technical evidence and the compe-
tence of state agencies in dealing
with such evidence, rather than the
interpretation of law. It is very
difficult to.convince a court that a
state agency is incompetent.

The result of this decision is that
the inch-thick volume of specific
rules and regulations protecting
the various reservoirs and water-
sheds of public water supplies
around the state are warth very
fittle interms of protection of those
waters from industrial pollution.
Unless the industry happens to be a
laundry or a meatpacking plant.

Eavironmental Permits
After waiting a week following
the submission of public t
on the new DOT highway plan aod
DEC air quality analyses, Com-
missiorer Flacke issued the envi-

renmental permits last Friday. -

These were the permits. which
were the cause of the 81-day public
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The

hearing at the Ramada Inn in 1980

{Continued on Page 6)

Winter A ctivity
Hours Set At .
Tawasentha Park

Winter sledding, cross-country
and downhill skiing will start up
again this winter at Tawasentha
Park with the first snowfall,

Park facllities will be open
during daylight hours Monday
through Friday. Saturdays, Sun-
days and holidays, there will be
supervision from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
These hours will a[pply during the
Guilderland school midwinter re-
cess which begins two weeks from
now, Thursday, Dec. 23.

The town will operate skating
rinks at the park and the
McKownvi gl:urvol.r in I‘rol;t. of
Stuyvesan{® Plaza eve y
weather permitting. Onc’eg operz
tion, the reservolr rink will have
lighted night skating until 9 p.m.

|
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The Altamont Enterprise — Thursday, March 31, 1983

McKownville: News And Comment

By LINDSAY CHILDS

With spring upon us, it is worth
roting that, according to Bill
Butler, the McKownville Reservoir
-was supposedly safe and guitable
for skating only two days all winter
~- the Saturday and Sunday of
Super Bow! weekend,

Back in the fall a number of
people had blg plans for skating on
the roservolr. The town put up
lights and a portabie john, Andy's
was thinking about renting skates,
the McKownville Improvement
Association was tossing around the

- idea of providing refreshments.

But for an outdoor winter sports
fan, this was.a marvelous winter
for jogging and terrible for
anything elge-outdoors. Even when
it was supposedly safe to skate on
the reservoir, it wasn't, really. I'm
told' that on ‘Super Sunday, when
the sign sald the ice was safe,
Someone ventured out on the

regervoir and broke through, *

Skaters had'to find artificlal ice
this year.

Maybe nex{ year. .

The: McKownville Improvement.
Association's gpring paper drive. is
set for the weekend of April 23 and-
24, in the 1450 Western Ave.
parking lot, courtesy of Norstar
Bancorp. Save your papers.

Rezoning Nor¢h-Of Plaza

Perhaps. the. final chapter in the

case of 50 Fuller Road will take

_place.bn Tuesday, ‘April 12-at 7:45

p.m: That is the time of a public
hesring before the Town Boand
concerning a-change in: the zoning
boundary which separates the
residential zoning on Providence
St. and the commercial zoning .of
Executive Park, The boundary.
presently cuts through the back

yards of the residences on :the il

eastern.blockof Providence Street,

and bigects the lot at $0 Fuller

Roadi

The proposed zoning <change
would move the boundary squth 50
feet {o coincide with the phoperty
boundaries between Executive
Park and the adjacent residences;
50 Fuller Road wouid then {le
entirely in the residential zone,
thereby ensuring ' that 50 Fuller
Road would be continued as a
Xesidence, as it has always been,

Consideration of this zoning:

change was recommended In,

February bythe town zoning board
following its denial of a variance to
Charles E. Bryint to permit the
use of S0 Fuller Road a$ an
Insunance agency. ‘The zoning
chapge was supported by the town
plarining boarfwfg: MachzL.

The public hearing on April 12
wilt take place at Town Hall,

DQT Hearing.

. A respectable crowd showed up
at the State Departmenb of Trans-
portation's Thruway Exit 24 public

] }fﬁi‘ougﬁoul th year. 1

It Insurance Agency |

hearing at the Ramada Inn's
notorfous Squire Room on March
15, (The Squire Room was the site
of the 81 day Croasgates hearing,
and revisiting it brought back a lot
of bad memorles.)

Many of the attendees came (o
find out what the various alterna-
tives looked like, and some came to
comment. Among the Reglon 1
DOT officials on hand were Region
! Director Donald Geoffrey, and
Richard Carlgon, Walter Kippen,
Raymond Gardesk! and Clarence
Fosdick, Also on hand were
Richard Bovee of Clough, Harbour
Associates, the -consulting en-
gineers for the project, and .a
representative -of the State Thru-
way Authority,

The first hour of the hearing
consisted of presentations concern-
ing the project .and the various
allernativedesigns, by the of!lctals
on hand.

Mr. Carlson discussed the back-
ground:and:need for reconstructing
the Thruway/Northway/1-90-inter-
change. .

Mr. Bovee then gave a long,
carefully veheavsed presentation
of the four alternative designs,
featuring slides of maps and
relouched aerial photographs.

Mr. Kippin described the ‘proce-
dures involved when DOT takes
over land from private individuals .
for highway projects by - eminent
domain. Fortunately, in this. pro-
Ject no residences and only “one
commercial'storage shedwould be
teken under any of :the -design
alternatives,

Following' the D@P presents.

¢Continued an Page 5
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McKownville: News And Comment

ByFRED B. ABELE
Residents of the McKownville,
Westmere and North Bethlehem
area should be thankiul for a

Tire-safe Christmas holiday sea-

son, which may have set some-sort

‘of recard.
. During the period from one week
before Christmas until last week-

-end McKownville had not = gingle
slarm and the Westmere and
North Bethlehem Fire Depart-
ments were likewise unusually
‘quiet. The extreme cold weather
‘experiented during the period was
a ,geﬁsct vehicle for Tires, preven-
table and unpreventable that are
gsua-lly ‘triggered by such: condi-

ons
We should be grateful that
McKownville and neighborhood
hamlets were spared from. fire
tragedies during the holiduy sen-

" son. Congratulations are in order

Guilderland .
N Betwsen Routeas
\ Friday gnd Saturday 158 and 997
/ January 13 & 14 .
' Py »”
Kritters

to vesidents of the ares whose
precautions.must have-contributed
to 'the lack of incidents, proof
positive that such precautions do
pay off.

1f you had a live Christmas tree
and are interested in recycling it,
bring it to the Garden Shoppe on
Carman Road (Route 145) where 1
chipper will be available on
Baturday, Jan. 13¥rom Yoa.m, to2
p.m. You can leave your tree and
pick up bags of mulch for next
Yyears garden. Bring your own
bags. Itisafine way to make your
no longer useful evergreen con-
tinue to perform  useful funetion,

The Assotiationol Fire Districts
ol the Capita) Area, comprising
Bewen tounties, meets tombrrow
night.at the North Bethlehem Fire
House. ‘Officers for the coming
year will be chosen by election,
Candidateforthe presidency of the

) ‘Woéi—on-:aoulo 20

— Daily Lunch Specials -

f Sunday, January 15 at 3 p.m. :
Jam Session -

‘Channel 16 TV taping, most Sundays.
Entertainers invited to join in.

-~ aping.

{. Thanks tothefollowingfor a greai job onSunday:
Slowlite, Delicit, Mark Davenpore; Buck Rogers, Jont Sommers, Dad
Dephilips, Dabby Schaifer, Patty Salerno, Shari Rendo, BenRuchalsk),
Traig-Shuve and MichelliDerose for Photography, and Channel 1% Jor-

—

R
. WANTED :
4§ People interested in having ».good time on. | 8

: Sunday afterngon.

Aszoelation ¥§ Guilderland Center
Fire  Commissioner  Arnold
TCrounse.

Two other of the town’s fire
cominissjonars who wil) be vandi-
dates ‘this year to head other
associations are Albert Spawn of.
Westmere, upfor presidency of the
Asgociation of Fire Districts of the
State 6f New York -at the annual
‘convention in May, and James
Buckley of Westmere, up for
presidency of the New York State
‘Pire Chiel's Association. Both
Spawnand Buckley have been past
chiéfs in the Westmere Fire
‘Pepartment.

1t Is a vare ‘occasion when two
nenfrom thesamediredistrict-are
‘elected to head such intluential
‘organizations of thefire sorvive, It
s even.more rare-tosee three men.
Trom 'the same town heading three
‘such organizations,

When the Guilderland Fire
‘Commissioners Association meets.
&t the North Bethlehem Firehouse
‘onThursday,-Jam 26, it is-expected
that Yown officials will be present
to-discuss the impact and enforee-

} went of the mew iire safety
. provisions of the building code,

effective Jan, 1 and which are

| proposed to- -becowme mundatory
f Jan, 1, 1985, These codes adopted

bi ‘the State of New York and:
which have been adopted by vur

1 Townal Guilderand provide much

greater emphasis on sprinklered:
tovstroetion  and  mandatory
smoke alarms for fire prevention

J = eanlydetection,

Stop and ‘think how many Jives
have beer Jost in wecent fires
because ‘of ‘the absence of arly
warning devices, Revently, actor
Gene Kelly and his family escaped
trorn their burmng California
home uninjured. The thoine was
destroyed. Escape was tredited to
warning by 2 smoke alarm,

1t is unbelieveable how many
‘homes: ave not yet equipped ,with
one of these simple, nexpensive

| devices, Haxe you instelled yours

yet? What are you waiting for, to
become a statistic? The Yfe you
save myy be your own,

The trafilc situntion dilemma on
Western Ave. at ‘the Northway

‘entrhhoe §s anotherprodoct of the -

vonstruction of CTrossgates Malk
Moxje will come to light us that
project continues to unfold and is
opened, We arve happy to-nute that
State DOT Region One Director
Bon Geolfroy 15 considering ad

vance signs. in the vicinity of

Pondercsa Steak House which will

. guide eastbound motorists Into the

proper lanes. ‘A major current
pmﬁemghs ﬂ}eﬁaikh of wam}ui lﬂo
make:such a Jane change possible.

Inthis writer's opinion {for what

| that's worth), thesesignsishouldbe

large andmounted on an overhzag
sign structure, They sShould direct
motonists in a positive manner, 1.,
“This Jane East on 20-Only” ant
“THis Lane North on 18% Only.”
Roting much canbe done about

"The Altamont Enverprise — Dhursdew, January 10, 96

neadly all life it was walso
directed to history of ground
‘transportation, ize., vailroads, trol-
Jeys, steamboxts, tanals, covered
bridge ronds, with boxes Tal of
‘card files of accumulated data.

The appointment makes It an
otficialpositiontoridandangment
Town Historlan, Roger Xeenholts.
Assotigtion with our highly <es-
teemed, now retired, Jong time
‘former Town Historian Arthur B.
‘Gregy opened the -todr to me on
much of the town’s rich history.

Now in the Guilderland Genter
Nursing Home, Mr, Gregg has just
celebrated ‘his 86th birthday.
‘Gongratolations and heartfelt good
wishes to you Avthur, Vou, 'tov,
haveegened.an important place in
‘the history "of the Yown of
‘Guilderland.

Do you Nke covered bridges,
those timber structures of yore
whose demise ix now  being
vcoeleratedby-ageandthe weights
of modern vehitles? ¥ youdo, you
are welcome to- attend e wext
neeting-of theuliterdand Histoni-

tal Society on 'ﬂ‘:lmnsdmnin 8
Jan., 19:at the Mynderse-Frederic
House in Gullderlimd Canter at 8
pm. This writer will present a
narratedalide program oncovered
Tridges including some from our
';‘O\W\- éandu avea. The public is
nwvited.

While on fihe subject of covered Ry

bridges, this writer, browsing at
the Stuyvesant Plaza Book Rouse,
pitked up a 20py of a mew book

titled.  OId  North  Qountry
Bridges™ by an acyuaintance of

many years® standing, Rithard |

Sanders Allen. In the Jirst chapter
were itext: and photos. of 3he
Western Tumpike tovered bridge

over the Normanskill at Shanp's

Corners and the Jast of Guilder-
Jand's. covered bridges, that at

French's Hollow. The latter was. §

taken down In 1933, 50 years ugo

last year, and the present steeland. |

concrete bridge erected in fts
place,

‘Skating oo e
B.aervgh seems tp bedaring
b better !mgw than Jast year.

While the cold xpell anoum
Ohristmas ‘made ive, the thaw
which immediately followed last
wetk which indicated that the ice
was oot safe for a];at}ng\. N

Those responsible. brsmtsan
wrecreationforthe Tuwn of Guilder
lant should: closely monitor the
condition of the dce ax the deptiyof
ithis ﬁ:ﬂ mukes.it more drsacher
ous thun Hooded xinks. Parents
should monitor the sketingexpedi-
#ions oF their children at #is Yme
of the year (o makésure that their

chosen skating sives are safe. .
Hudson V:lfey Chapter, Steam- m

ship Bistarical Soctety of Ameries,
of which this writer 35 chairman,
willhold & meeting on this coming

e MeKowaville §1

Saturdayevening, Jan, 4-atd pm.
at the Key Bank Community
meeting room on Delaware Ave.,
Delmar near the Tour corners).
Speaker will be CTaptain Peter

ilos-of Mid-Lakes Navigation Co.
‘of Skaneateles, who will present an
ustrated program on the com-
parison 4l passenger travel on
Englishtanals n contvast to those
of Now York State.

“Captain Wiles is well known in
this area as master of the canal
packel Bmite I, a frequent visitor
‘to Albuny during the warmer
mionths when she takes;passengers
through the Erle and Cham,&lain
divisiony-of The State Barge Canal
System. KHudson Valley ‘Chapter
hat chartered Emita Y each
summerfor soveral years foraitrip
‘on the Hudson River,

“The public is cordially nvited
-andentouraged to gttend, There is
‘parkingat therear of the barkand
entranceto thecommunity room is
from the parking Jot. What better
way istheretoforget theccold than
1o take 2 leisuregf doat ‘trip by
canal?

In Westmere, the Edterprise is
Sold at Star Sypermarket, Star
Plaza: Westmere News-Variety and
Stewart's Ice Cream Shop, bothvat
the :cinr-ner o1 Routes #0-and Gipp
Road.

1535/
VY.
| 10% OFF
1  wihthisad
f § “ Expires{gn. 27, 1984

i OPEN-Mon':EtL&B! i
- Sat. 88 . Sup. 192
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McKownville: News And Comment

By LINDSAY CRILDS
“The Pyramid Crosagates Co. has
submitted a revised request for
signs along Western and Washing-
ton Aves, for the 10-theatre cinema
complex at the Crossgates Mall.

The Zoning Board in December
denied a vaviance for 18 by 22 foat
cinema signs at the Western and
Washington Ave. entrances to the
Crossgates Mall, permitting in-
stead a 4 by 22 foot “‘Croasgates
Mall” sign at those locations.

Pyramid has returned with 2
new request for signs for its
cinermnas. The new proposal offers
somewhat smaller signs, but the
new signs would contain the same
information es those previously
| ed, namely, a listing of al} 10
of the movies being shown.

The request comes bafore the
'!I'\‘:gn Zoning Board on Wednesday,
eb, 1.

Proposed Civic Center

This coming Monday the plans
for the proposed SUNY/Albany
County Civic Center are scheduled
to be unveiled.

The McKownville Improvement
Association's concerns about the
proposed-Fuller Road site, poted in
this column two weeks ago,
reached the mass media last week
with a story in the Times-Union
and a Channel 10 interview with
“"o,elaﬂm officer Dorothy Eilin-

.ap second semester at the
unjveraity be%il.nn this coming
Monday as well. The Stuyvésant
Plaza merchants will be happy to
see them back, angd' drivers along
Puller Road will find themselves
competing with gilite. a few more
pedestrians than they have seen
gince the winter's first big snow-
stormm. As usual, the sidewalk
between Mercer St. and Executive
Park Drive is buried. 5o until, if
ever, the responsibility over the
clearing of that sidewalk s
resolved, please be on the look out
for pedestriang on the highway on
Fuller Road. S

.. TwgRestaurants,

T_Ihe-,lm?t 'e%timate
w of Friday'a. ?&K;E'

N hed detagyant,. 6,
. first Wiek -m_,n‘ﬁ&uu;? Fiday's:

has started #dvertising Tov staff. .
" We finally visited Coco's recent-:

e v

s

for thes -

i“ oin Your o
¢ Friends ond
% Save March 17 %
for a _‘Fun Da'nc.e and

ly, We may have been the last
holdeuts in the Capital District, to
judge by the business they have
attracted. We tried their salad bar,
washed down by some Newrnan’s
Albgny Amber. The Amber came
in an {mpressively large glass and
tasted authentic. The salad bar had
lots-of $lems to choose from, and it
wasn't hard lo find enough things
to {il} us up. Our table had a lovely
view of scenic downtown McKown-
ville.

More exciling (and expensive)
was our recent visit to Oceans
Eleven,on Western Ave. near Gipp
Road. While Coco’s' and Friday's
are competing. for a market of
more or less jnformal dining, with
a menu which mixes hamburgera
potato skins, Mexican items, an
surf and turf — something. for
every appetite — @ceans Eleven Is
competing in the .elegant full-
course culinary experience cate-

gory.
Our party of nine ordered such

items as steak au poivre; braised
fresh  swordfish, veal francese,

veal marsala and chicken piccata,
Alk the dishes have sauces of
various kinds, and perhaps not
untypica} wasthe swordfish, which
came &mothered in .& .sauce
containing black peppercorns,
tomato, Bermuda: ondons, capers,
anchovies and white wine. The
sauce was rather spicy and very
flavorful, and'whether the fish wag
8WO! -or halibut or any other
gbiteﬁisb:_‘bardxy ‘would' have mat-

red,
Evetyone was E\‘ea; ed with the
visit. o Odeans Eleven, and the
consumer of the steak aw poivre
was more thin.satistied, calling his
dish the finest steak e had éaten in
a restaurant. in years:. The setting
{s very nice, and rather astonishing
if you: had previously visited that
bullding when it was a food
warehpuse outlet or a hardware
store. . : : ]

The restaurant business is-made
tolorde‘rior g;lux:gl?“ﬁ;g Oceans

eyen. ig 4 hg for high stakes.

rg‘ pueagrally oo

s ﬁ;&ls
o ['coz~.
T ;ih

after New Yeipfs: fust. lo time to-
annaunce that'@@vice wai not safe

X

-

because of the thaw. But by last
weekend the <cold weather had
made the ice safe again, so {ast
Sunday Nathan and pis ded walked
over to gheck it out.

We found that while a rather
Jarge siretch of the reservolr had
been plowed.after the big snowfall,
the four inches of snow which fell
two days before was mostly still on
the ice, and only .a small sectipn
was -clear. So we walked back
home, picked up a shovel and &
scoop, and went back to do some
clearing, -

Shortly, “Tricia and her brother
and father arrived. Tricia, aged
maybe 5, had just inherited a pair
of single-runner skates and was on
the loe trying them-out for the first
time. While her dad {with no
skaies) walked along, hoiding her
hand, her brother saw that Nathan
had brought twotockey sticks and:
a puck, and so the lwo boys,
“Iricia’s brother withoul skates,
Nathan with; began shooting -goals.
qn. eagh other, Then their friend,
Mr. Walker arrived, with his son,
both skateless, and right away
pitched in with the clearing. Mr.
Walker took the scoop, Nathaa's
dad theshovel, sndthe two of them:
did e passable imitation of a
Zambonl, cleazing.off quite a Jot of
ice. The three boys. by then were
rotating. the two hockey sticks.

After & while, Tricia decided-she
could do- quite well without her
hand belng beld. So. the scoop
became a goalle stick, the handle
of the shovelbecarne another stick,
and: the three inen and three boys
played an erzatic game of free-
wheedling hockey,. six players with
two- pairs of skateg, two. real

hockey sticks 4one of which broke

early into’the game), and Ho-
makeshift subsiitutes.

After a'while Mr. Wedker took a-
tumble which-dampened-hjs.enthu-
siasm just a bit, and"Tricia Jost her
balance and fell, and decided she
didn't waht to' skate by’ herseif
anymoge. Thten‘ [ smflcofwgman-
came by, put.on a pair of figure
skatgs and tried.out somg figures,

turns, backward® movéments,
while the-sun 4 ﬁmé the”

y At

n a~few i “Hejelars
eatourage had to leave, the womgn
chipleted " ler ' exercises’' and
departed; and after a“fewTushes
back and forth "down "thé ide
passibgihe-puck back. and forth,
we ¢ it*an aftefndoh, leaving.

' ‘the lce empty for:the day.

The’ goridition’ of the ice In the

. aredy we-clearcd off was rather

rough. pnd.slow, very nice for
hockey players without skates bot-
not “ideal ‘for skating. Someone
suggested that jt would be pice if
the fire.department were to"hose
the area down sorhe: evening,
maybe on-Mondays whep jEis out,
On Maneuvers Bnyway. | o

‘But even as [t wae,. the-ice was
good fun. Nathan, who 13 ‘feed to
sKating inddors and can be y*
critical of poor outdoor lce, had o
complaints. And imitating a- Zam-
boni makes for a good workout.
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Thruway, and a half hour's drive
from the airport. -

Undenlably, McKownville has a
higher nolse level than a quiet
suburb -opght to have. But how
noisy is McKownyille, really?

We recently obtalned.a capy of a
Guilderland Nolse Survey which
helps answer that question. The
survey was prepared last summer
by Do Rittner, the-town’s natural
resources manager and Conserva-
tlon Advisory Council member,
and Barbara Allen of the Division
of Afr, ‘State Department of
Environmental Consetvation, with
the assistance of Earl and Marion

Tanis and Dean ‘Harding of the’

Conservation Advisory Council.
The authors selected 20 sites
around the Town of Guilderland
and tmeasured the Jévels of noise
during six visits-to each site in 1982
and 1983, The sites were chosen to

repeesent all parts of the town.and’

all types of 1and use.
Noise is measured in A-weighted

deolbels, abbreviated dB¢A). This

is & measurement of sound fevel
which 'weighs different frequencies
‘by a relationship which approxi-
mates the sensitivily of the human
ear. Thus the A-weighted decibel
measures approximately the rela-
tive '‘noisiness' or “‘annoyance’ .of
nolse to people. The survey was
done with & standard sound level
meterjoanedfrom the Department
of Environmental Conservation

which measuted nolse levels in

A-welghted.decibels.

Declbels are measured on @
scale from 4 to over 110 dBtA).
Audible sound’ levels rangé“from
the rustling of leaves, which has a
jevelof ground 20.dB(A)’s ear, toa
chain: saw: at the operator's ear,
which has 3 uoise level of around
TI0ABtAY r.

In iterms. of the effect of noise
levels -on. humans, -the report
indicates that sleép Interference
otcurs: with sound’ flevels; -of 45
dB(A) or ‘more; outdoor roise:in
residentiat areps is  noticeable
when itexdeedsss dBCA)  Titerfer-
ence-withspééch.octurs withlevels
o165 dB(A) oF'mare; and bearfng
“dinfagés-begiie - With Tongitdrth
exposure-fodevéls ob.78"-dB¢A) or
frigte: A (6t hrison, 4 Vaeuusn
tidanét Iront F1va:fe80 vay hasia
1eVél o1 B0/B(A); ard WPoWer lawn.
fnower Ly alisut 100" dBLAY at!tife

‘operator’s ear; i "

"Eath of te 207sliesi wag'visited
six times, and- at “gaeh- visit sthe
furveyors made soreadidgs At 10

-$econd Intecvals: The' gound-ievel

€xceeded by 10 peroght «of the 50
readings; ‘or soscalled: L~10 folse
level, was determined for each

“Visit. Thedix L-10-lévels were-theh

averdged, fo-gétl an-overall ndige

-Jevelifor each location. -

“Gullderland. “turss out to - be

“rather nolsy  fof 2 suburbi-The

federal’ Enviroamental . Protéttion
Agency recommedds anb gverage
level of at most 55 decibels for
outdoors i residential areas. Of
the26locations, Thhad a.noise level
which exceeded 55 dB(A) 4t least
10 percent of the tire. The Federal
Hi'gh“{ay .l}d'min‘lstrali‘on design

ST Y

and Route 146 in Gullderland
Center, ail had a ndise level of 67

dB(A). .

—A knoll by the State University
entrance .onlo Western Ave, .in
McKownville, and a logation on
Whispering Pines Way “just -off
Carman Road, both_had & nolse
level of 85 dB{A). :

~The intersection of Old State
Road and Kings Road, near the
Thruway and next to the newest
section of préserved Albany Pine
Bush, had a level of 64.dB(A).

—A houseon Morningside Drive
near Town Hall,  location along
Carman Road, and the intersection
of Route 146 and School Road in
Guilderiand Center all kad a level
of 63 dB(A).

—Lydius St. near Carman Road
bhad a level of 62.dBtA}); a Jocation
at Maple Ave. and‘Western Ave. {n
the Viilage -of Altamont, not far
from the ‘Enterprise office, had o
jevel of 61 dB{A}; and the alley
behind a house .on- the corner of
Glenwood St, and Western Ave. in
McKownville had a fevel of 40
ABtA).

—4& dirt coad by the First
National Bank .of Scotia's branch
negr the junction of Route 135 &nd:
Western Ave. had @ level of 56
dBtA), and the intersection of Old
State Road and Miller Road, just
west of the railroad, had'a level.of
55 dBLA). .

~The five quietest locatio
measured by the survey were at
Turnpike Lane, off Gipp- Road in
Wedtmere, 53 dB(A); the interaec-
#on of Settle's HUF Road and
LalnhartRoad, also 53.dB(A); the
intersoction of ‘Gardner Rged and
Voorheesville Road: {Route 3155
between Altamont and Indian
Ladder Otc¢hards, 52 4Bta); the
notth end' of fabriel Terrace, just
adjacent toithe southivest carner.of
the Crossgates site, al$or52 dBIA);
and the'intersection of -Route: ¥55
and Dr. Shaw Road, 50dB3¢A). That
1ast docativn. had the Jowest Lei0
-a'eadin%’.m any ohe visit, 42.dB(A),
&t 24297 b, on ‘Nov: M, 1882%;a
‘Sunday. By-conthast, -the highest
L-10 reading.on any visit-decurred
wtiGrace Whatherdr¥s thouse!! 74
ABGA ¥:at 3:85 pumislast Junéi6; a
[PV POV IIONNE N P | S TR
. TEhe: »Gabrie) . Terviceilocation
:\vas,ﬂwrg'\onitored. F{ornois¢dy the
“consultants forthe'Ryramic

-gatesCox I¥ 1978; and fgundde-have

4t LA10 neise Idviel of 56-dB(AY . So
the ‘Crossgatesc results.i and« the
‘results:.of 4His neiwer:slirvey :are
-reasondbly cloge, .ol eli il
‘The survey.is a:bit sproblemati-
«caledinthat 4 -reports<iz-10tndise
levils, that: level pf nolse:whichais
exceddéd 10-percent: of the-time,
But the  suryey.compares liose
ndise levels-witty the EPA recoro-
mendation-ot35-dB{A ¥ which is-an

ayergge nojse:léve}; Tather than.a
““‘highes)10 percgnt”. noise-lovely,

. However,".15°13. safé, Lo assume

‘that; whenr the- 1410 goise: deyel is
-above-60 dB(AY; especlally- alodg

?ﬂﬁxwaw,-wm&momwam
noise level is- dbove-the §52GBLA).
For-example, the-Crossgatesnolse

S
P

g



" next to existing neighbo

' . the:, protragted set .of
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MéKowﬁviilé: IN-ews And Comment

'By LINDSAY CHILDS

The McKownville Imporvement
Association held its annual *Meet
Your Neighbor" dinner on Thurs-
day, Feb. 21 at the Tom Sawyer
Motor Inn,. The featured guests
wevce Jeff Pfeil and Deane Lieber-
man of Stuyvesant Plaz, and
Town Supervisor Kevin Moss. All
three had interesting things tosay,

Mr: Moss bogan with a tribute {o
Fred Abele, He noted that since the
18308, Guilderland has increased In
population from around 6,000
residents to its present 28,000, This
means that there are a great many
persons in the town who have only
a minimal gense of the history of
the town and of the area, He felt
that Mr. Abele had performed &
very valuable service by helping to
provide that sense of history,

Mr., Moss then commented
briefly on three important develop-
ments which are taking place this
year and will.affect McKownville,

One s the Route 20 study, He
(ndicated that in terms of the
zoning in: McKownville, the north
side of Western Avenue would
continue to be zoned residential,
acoording to the Route 20 study,
and the study also recommends
rezoning the south side of Route 20
between Tusang-Barhydt and the
McKownville Fire House from B-}
to residential, So.gome of the fears
of local residents that the north
side of Western Avenue would
become apartments and offices
should be aliayed: .

The secand is the new zoning
law, . Mr. Moss expressed his
feellngs that the zoning law was a

. very positive step-towards f)rotec-

ting and preserving the nelghbor-
hoods of the town, for example, by
making (t rauch more difficult for a
developer to place townhouses and:
multifamily dwellings within or
rhoods of
single family: homes. He sald he
fiad.already heard some negative
comments about the law. from

. -developers,. which. he- felt ~was

‘migplaced. He pited asz?n.gxma’e
. hearings

hich culminated in the Plapning
oard turning down:the townhouse
roposal at Haven Hlls, between
[aywood Avenug and the Hunger-
kill' off Old State Road, and
suggested thot the naw zoning law
would have: prevented. the town.
hause proposal;from coming. up in

"’ the tirst.place, thereby saving, the

. deyeloper a greaf deal of expense
as well as saving the neighbors a
+good deal. of aggravation,

Third, Mr. Moss -noted the
grogness of the park off School-

ouse Road (“‘How could I.come to
McKownville and: not talk about
the park?"), When asked about
skm on the reservoir, he
bl the weather. There was
some speculation that the reser.
voir was less safe for skaling this
year than in the past because of-the

siltation caysed by theé gates
construction.
The res {s shailower,, with

ess capacity, andso there is.maqre
rapid flow of water near the
surface, mal the ice thinner
and less safe, He gald that he and'
Association Presiient Jim Lane

State Department of Environ-
mental Conservation to urge them
to study the siltation am:
Stuyvesunt Plaza

Jeff Pflell, the manager of
Stuyvesant Plaza; began by telling
us how to spelthis last name, which:
was rather mistreated in some of

fesaional office building on that site

would not alter that character in

any way.

Most of Mr, Pfell's remarks were
centered on Stuyvesant Plaza. He
characterized the Plaza in the late
19%0s as a ‘“sleepy community
center,” and discussed how the
Plaza decided to respond to the
anticipated competition {rom
Crossgates.

He obseryed: '*There are only so

many retatk dollars out there, as'

the Association pointed out.many
times, ''Facod with Crossgates, the
normal fate of a mall such as. the
Plaza was in 1978 would have been
to become ag off-price areg, llke
Westgate and Northway Mall. But
Stuyvesant Plaza declded on &
different approach. — to become
what he called a ‘‘community
speclalty center,"

As a result, the number of stores

in the Plaza has increased: from 39
in 1879 to 59 today, of which 32 are

holdovers from the origitidl 36, Of
codrse, much of that increase in
the-number of stories is because of
the demise of Denby's, But Mr.

Pleil felt that the Plaza had

provided a mix of stores which was
alrly equivalent to- Denby's, and
expected to improve the mix
further In the near future. ’

The Plaza was very proud:of the
fact that about 50 percent of the
stores are locally owned, This is
a very high percentage, and is
comparable only: to downiown
speclalty centers such as Quincy
Market in Boston,

Was the specialty center concept
working? Mr, Pfeilnoted.that sales
had grown 20 percent per year for
thepast five years, a sign of robust
health, Most signlﬂcantlr, during
the. past year, which included: the
opening of Crossgates: {n. March,
fgggs, increased 23 percent from

For the future, Mr. Pfeil
anticipated that the Plaza would
attrget more specialty -shops, but
expected that the . Plaza would
always, have a_grocery storé;... |

.Deane Lieberman is the market- *

ing director of Stuyvesant Plaza.
She also discussed the way the
Plaza has responded. to. the
challenge of Crossgates durlng the
past flve years, She felt that

Stuyvesant Plaza was a true

community shopping center, and,
infact, the primary market area of
the, Plaza was,. and remains, the
12208 zip code are, the area
between the west Pine Hills area of
Albany and Route 155 along
Western Avenue. She felt. that. the
“community" aspect of the center
was particularly evident in the
personal service provided by the
merchants, many of whom
the area.

She. discussed some of the kinds
of activities and promotions sup-
ported' by the Plaza, These are
designed to enhance both the
uniqueness of the Plaza as a
speclalty center, and: the commun-
ity aspect of the Plaza. She cited
such events as the arts festival,
which won for the Plaza & national
award from fhe International
Councll of Shopping Centers; the
Mother's Day essay contest; the
Christmas musle, using local
talent (such as the Empire State
Youth Orchestra); and the West-
ern Avenue beautification project,
for which the Plaza has planted
“thousands™ of tulips.

- She mentioned: support the
Plaza provides to the Guilderiand

Tengue af Ante tha Clnlldawlond

ve in

“downtown' business community.
Stuyvesant Plaza has taken great
strides in recent years to improve
\ts standing In the local retail scene
by moving in the direction of
quelity, while retaining its com-
munity orlentation, )

It iz fronic that near ‘the
beginning of the.Crossgates envl-
vonmental hearings, the image
which the Crossgates developers
wigshed to present to the -publie,
that of a mall which contained a
substantial mix of *high-fashion",
unique, new-to-the-area  mer-
chonts, s one which Stuyvesant
Plaza has In large measure
succeeded. in becoming,

Reservoir Skatlng

As toted above, this-has not been
a good year for skating on the
Mckownville Reservolr. Despite
nearly a month of subfreezing
weather in January and early
Febtuary, the town's parks and'
recreation director, Dennis Moore,
was uncomfortable about permit-
ting. skating on the reservoir,
because of concerm about the
safety of ltedce.

But on the first day of winter
vacation, the kids and | got our
skates together and went looking
for a place toskate. As we drove by
the reservoir, we noticod that for
the first time, the sign sald “‘Ice
Safe’ for Skating. So after
checking out Tawasaentha’s ice and
finding it very rough and full of
skaters, we returned to McKown-
ville and ‘tried out the ice,

We may have been the. first
shaters-oh.the ice all r.ear'. .

We found:the ice a litt{e soft, apd
a bit wet around the edges, as
might be expected for a-day which
was well into.the 30s, There was &
Jarge opeén patch at the western
end of tire pand, where the stream:
.comes {nto the reservolr; and a
small open patch next tothe outlet,
But elsewhere, the Ice was
moderately smooth, if very slow.

‘We skated.around a-bit, grabbed:
the sticks:and.a:puck andrplayed a
Mttle yoneronone: and Mwo-on-one
hockey. After a bit,.Ashley, who
was using her mother's.25-year-old
skates. for the first time, found:
them too uncomfortable, and

repaced them with boots. You

experts will understahd the ghar-
gcter of the ice if I tell yowthat she
ot arqund at least as well on the
ce jn her boots as she did on
skates.. .

After skating for a bit under an
hour, we'headed: off for lunch, just
about the time when another car
drove up with two mothér-young
daughter pairs who put on their
skates and: stepped out.on the ice
Just as we left,

The next day, anptier above
freezing, we drove by and saw the
“Not"” back up on the sign. Mr.
Moss mentioned that gomeone had:
called Town Hall sometime after
we had-skated:on the reservoir and’
mentioned that their family's
skaters hadspent more than a littie
time knee-deep in sludge at the .

bottom. of the pond. Apgaren ) tly -
either the edges of the melted

substantially inthe early afternoon
or else those skaters had ventured

.too close to the western-edge of the

pond, near the open area by the
stream, -

In any case, the ‘“Not Safe” si‘g‘n
stayed up for the remainded of the
school vacation;, and at this point it
appears that the skating season on
the reservolr is over. It was
perhaps the shortest season ever.

L X DUUTIE - T X PRSP N
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Forbes is a fine choice

To the Editor:
This note is in response ta

Martha A. Crisafulli’s letter pub- .

tished Jan. 23. | understand the
feelinys generated by not being
reassigned to the Beard of
Assesament and Review, hut |
musl take exception te the com-
ment that "it's not what you
know, but whe you knew.” Ms,
Crisafulli implies with this
statement that the newly-ap.
pointed member, my friend
Kevin Forbes, does not have
knowledge of the real-estate
market in Guilderland.

Kevin ig a Certified Home
Inspector and assesses thou-
sands of commercial and resi-
dential properties vearly for the
insurance business. In addition
to this professional experience,
Kevin hag been iavolved in vari-

ous volunteer aclivities in the
town for many years -~ coach-
ing towa children in football,
baseball, and basketbzll at vari-
ous levels and organizations. He
was also a member of the lown’s
traffic safety committee.

This dedicution to peopie and
volunteerism demonstrates that
he has the drive, will, and pa-
tience required to work with the -
town residents and relate to their
tssues, Coupled with his profes-
sional expertise, he has the tools
necessary to provide indepen-
dent judgment of assesements.

1 believe that this is the goa) of
the Board of Assessment and
Review and that Kevin is a fine
choice for this Board.

Jim White
McKownville

Find peaceful solutions

To the Editor:

1 would like to add my voice t¢
the growing opposition to the
planned war in Iraq. We de-
stroyed much of Afghanistan,
killing spproximately 3,000 in-
nocent civilians.

And yel, we continue to hear
regular warnings about immi-
nent terrorist strikes in our ¢oun-
try. Terrorizing fraqi civilians i
not going to make us any safer
either. Military actions only

strengthen the resolve of would-
be terrorists to strike back at us.

We need to reexamine our for-
cign policy to insure that we are
not cultivating more and more
anti-American sentinfent. Let us
use the collective wisdom of our
friends and neighbors around
the world to find peaceful solu-
tions to our problems.

Paul Scilipoto
Altamont

Getting improvements done right

‘To the Editor:

All are invited to attend the
Jan. 30 meeting of the McKown-
ville Improvement Association; it
will be held at 7 p.m. at the
Holiday Inn Express.

At the Decomber meeting,
much wos accomplished. The
Town Board members an-
aounced that the financing for
sidewalks on Western Avenue
has been secured (hrough
Assemblyman John McEneny
and thal construction will begin
as socn as possible. In addition
the town officers, Ken Runion,
David Bosworth, Michuel
Ricard, and Bruce Sherwin
(Patty Slavick was held up
because of awful weather, if you
remember what that night was
like) gave us other great news.

The tree planting program
will go forward and financing
has been provided. The vest
pocket park near Ann and
Mercer streets has its financing
secured and will be constructed.
The “Don't bluck the side street”
signs for Providence, Mercer,
and Warren are to get action
from Supervisor Runion's office.

The McKownville reservoir/
pond at Stuyvesant was going
forward as soon as possible. The
planned improvements do not
appear to be as expensive as
expected.

Since the December meeting,
Creighton Manning Engineering
(CME) issued its draft report on
the McKownville Corridor
8tudy. The ideas that the
McKownviile Improvement
Association put forth concerning
Western Avenue and the ideas
that many of you expressed at
the public meetings with CME
were generally followed,

It appears that the feared
widening of Western Avenue is
not going lo happen nnd that

there will be a rebuilding of
sidewalks and the installation of
curbs and the planting of trees
and 8o forth as we urged.

Jn addition to Western,
McKown and Schoolhouse
roads would get sidewalks and
better pedestrian access. The re-
port is nearly 100 pages with
many complex colored maps so
there is no inexpensive way to
provide paper copies to each
McKownville resident but we
will discuss the report at the
meeting.

What is needed now nare
groups to work with town and
state officers and others while
the plans for each of these
needed improvements are put
into place. For example, when
the sidewelk iz being put in
along McKown, somebody —
more than one somebody — has
to make sure that the design and
so forth is what is desired. The
same for the tree-planting and
the vest pocket park and the
speced limit and on and on.

We need McKownville Action
Committees to take the time to
make sure that the plans are be-
ing developed on Lime, with care
and where our concorns are
given due consideration.

Besides discussion of the CME
Report, this is the agenda item
for the meeting — to get volun-
teers, under the direction of as-
sociation officers and board
members ready to meet with
those doing the real work of de-
signing the sidewalks or what-
ever, willing to gather informa-
tion from neighbors and others,
and generally taking on the re-
sponsibility of getting the im-
provement done and done right.

Don Reeb, President
McKownville Impravement
Aseociation
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Waiting for state funds

By Nicole Fay Barr

GUILDERLAND — It's
springtime, and the town board’s
fancy has turned to parks.

Tuesday, the board decided to
apply for grants to build a small
park in McKownville, to improve
the pool area at Tawasentha
Park, and to preserve the site of
the Battle of the Normanskill.

The grants would come from
the state's Office of Parks, Recre-
ation, and Historic Presérvation.

The site of the proposed
“McKownville Reservoir Park” is
near T.G.]. Friday's at
Stuyvesant Plaza. Owned by the
town, the land for the park will
surround a body of water that, 40
years ago, was 2 reservoir.,

If the town is awarded the
$97,450 grant, it will add foun-
tains, a foot trail, a gazebo, picnic
tables, and a foot bridge over the
Krumkill River, said Donald
Csaposs, the town's grant writer
and development director.

“It’s a potentially nice resting
area for the residents and the

people who work at Stuyvesant
Plaza,” he said,

But, Csaposs told The Enter-
prise, the town isn’t doing this for
the plaza. The McKownville Im-
provement Association has been
requesting the town build a park
here for a while, he said.

At the end of Tuesday’s town
board meeting, association Presi-
dent Don Reeb thanked the town
for applying for the grant, .

If the town is awarded a grant
for its pool at Tawasentha Park,
almost everything above water
will be improved, Csaposs said,
The pool's changing and rest-
room facilities and the pool
apron need to be reconstructed,
he said.

The pool house was built
cheaply 40 years ago, he said.

“The floor is settlmg to one mde

e d e aVie

The $105,500 grant, which the
town would also match, will be
used to pay for the land, Csaposs
gaid.

“The town will add it to its
park system,” he said. “It won't
be used for anything active.”

People can use the land in the
winter for sledding or in the
summer for running, but there
will be nothing built on the land,
Csaposs said.

“A long lost battle of the Revo-
lution,” occurred on the site, for-
mer town historian, the late
Arthur B. Gregg, wrote in his
bock, Old Hellebergh, Scenes
from Early Guilderland.

Schenectady militia and 40
Rhode Island trcops, on their
way to Schoharie, had an unsuc-
cegsful batile ageinst the British
there, Gregg wrote.

“There is an intoresting tradi-
tion that those Tories who were
captured in the barn where hid-
den under the hay, but that sev-
eral forceful bayonet jabs in the
mow brought forth bitter howls
of pain and a quick surrender,”
Gregg wrote.

The town won't be notified that
it has been awarded the grants
until late in the fiscal year, prob-
ably next February or March,
Csaposs said.

“We believe all of these projects
are worthy of consideration by
the state or we wouldn't bother to
file the grant applications,” he
said.

Other business

In other business, the board:

— Heard from Jim Donovan,
of Wilbur 8mith Associates,
about a study the Guilderland
Pathways Committee did on the
need for sidewalks and bike
patbs in Guilderland, Through a
grant, Donovan was hired by the
town to analyze the volunteer
group s study

The Enterprise — Nicole Fay Barr
Preserving the battlegr ound: The Guilderland Town Board has epplied for ¢ grant to purchase the
site of the Battle of the Normanskhill, on Route 146. The area will be used es pariland, although the
town will not build on it.

Park, pool, and battlefield site

land and the town paid its heat-
ing bills. In 2008, Mill Hill was
foreclosed and auctioned off due
to what Quadrini called
“unforeseen conditions.”

Jane DeRook, director of the
ballet, worried about its future
and asked the town to bid for the
Jand, but it did not. Abode Blue
Chip LLC bought the land at the
suction and the new owner told
DeRook he was willing to nego-
tiate, letting the ballet stay on the
land Tuesday, it was announced
that the company is donating the
land to the town.

“We've all realized what a sig-
nificant part of the community
the ballet is,” said Will Powers, of
Abode Blue Chip;

— Authorized the retention of
CBIZ Valuation Group and the
purchase of software for the
town to comply to the state
comptroller’s requirements based
on Government Accounting
Standards Board (GASB) rec-
ommendations;

— Authorized allowing
Delaware Enginéering to review
projects to loop dead-end water
lines in western Guilderland ard
Guilderland Center,

Looping these water lines will
improve water quality for the
whole system and save money,
Runion said, because the water
will be leas polluted and not need
as much chomical treatment;

— Changed its bid for & ton of
chlorine gas from Slack Chemi-
cal to JCI Jones. The original low
bidder, Slack Chemical, was not
able to deliver the gas in a safe
manner, Runion said. JCI Jones,
the next lowest bidder, will be
paid only 10 ceats more, he said;

— Whaived a building-permit
fee for a pavilion at St. Madeleine
Sophie church;

- — Accepted sewer and water
infrastructure for the Aliberti



change and a density variance. Thomas has

forward with the project.

Knox. He is planning to build a
senior-housing complex in the
Hilltowns, in the hamlet of
Berne.

Over a year ago, Thomas pro-
posed a 72-unit senior-housing
project, located on Brandle Road,
just outside the Altamont Vil.
lage line. The Guilderland Town
Board quickly approved a re-
zone for that project in the same

structural aspects would have to
be cleared through those boards
before the project could com-
mence. '

“Once appropriate density is
determined by examining the
environfnental and site re-
striints, a final rezone could be
re¢ommended based on that ap-
proved®site'plan,” said Weston in
her memo.

‘We’re looking for housing

for the camman caniar citivenc ?

The Altamont.Entérpiice - Fhiirsiay, Mayd; 5006, -

$293,000 renovation of the bath
house and pool apron at
Tawasentha Park, $97,460 for
the creation of a passive park
surrounding the former
McKownville Resetvoir property,
and $105,100 for the purchase of
the “Battle of Normanskill”
property.

“These are three projects we've
been contemplating for a couple
of years,” Runion told The En-
terprise. “We've been applying
for the Normanskill property
since the mid-1980’s.” According
to Runion, the town wants the
property, which is adjacent to
Tawasentha Park, to keep as a

— Provided by Jeff Thomas

kae front view from gazebo: T ‘his rendering of Jeff Thomas’s proposed senior housing development on the former Bavarian Chalet
site shows what the view will be if Thomas is allowed to build. In order to build the development, Thomas needs to receive a zoning

offered the town of Guilderland a senior-citizen’s center for public use if he is allowed to go

Department of Water and
Wastewater Management;

— Appointed election machine
custodians and representatives
for the 2006 primary and gea-
eral elections. Those named
were evenly distributed between
the Democratic and Republican
parties;

— Approved the order and
stipulation of settlement for two
tax proceedings at 4770 Western
Ave, and 3905 Carman Road,
and

s

—_ Agppinted Collin Gallup to
the position of town park fore-
man. Runion applied to the Al.
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Runion said the reason why
the public hearing fa set several
months away is to ensure all of
the analysis and final studies
needed will be completed before
submitting the {inal plans to the
publie. }

The town board is the lead
agency in the project and has
authorized the retention of

flt;.s.a wonderful Christmas present,
Hanukili present, and holiday gift all in one.’

. will also be .a footbridge, a pa-
vilion, and some benches built on

. the land.

) The area where Stuyvesant
. Plaza is today used to have sev.
-~ eral ponds before development,
- and is susceptible to flooding.
. Runion said the flooding that
' sometimes washes out Western
- Avenue will be dealt with sepa.
rately.

Funding from the grant will
only cover the development of
the park and not flood control,

semblyman John McEneny, who
represents Guilderland, has
been vocal in gotting funding to
control the flooding problem in
the area.

The McKownville Neighbor-
hood Improvement Association
has for yeara pushed for the park
designation.

“It's & wonderful Christmas
present, Hanukah present, and
holiday gift all in one,” the asso-
ciation’s president, Donald Reeb
told The Enterprise yesterday.
Referring to the town’s economic
development director, he went
on, “Don Csaposs has done great
things for the town and so has
the board; we're very pleased.”

Reeb said he oan remember
when the land now occupied by

a the supervisor sald, State As.

l Stuyvesant Plaza was just a se-

ries of ponds.

“Before Stuyvesant Plaza,
there was a series of
ponds...After jt got developed
. the ponds became less and less
_in number,” said Reeb, “We've
been fighting to save this pond
evor since.”

Reeb used the example of

rg Buckingham Pond in Albany,

jubt over the town line, ocast of
McKownville near Western Ave-
nue, for what he envisions for
the McKownvitle Reservoir Park.
" “Back in the '60's, it wasn't
much to look at, but, little by
little, it became the great little
- location it is today,” said Reeb,
" “Hopefully, years from now the
i+ McKownville Pond will also get
- better and better,”
" Buckingham Pond is in a par-
. tislly wooded site. A walking
" trail circles the pond and

.

k. benches and picnic tables as well

as a small playground are
nearby. The Albany pond is also
- stocked with fish by the state’s
Department of Epvironmental
. - Conservation and maintained by
. 'the city’s department of general
.. services, .
' * “Wé can start in the spring
.and hopefully have it finished by
-~ the fall,” Runion said about the
;" McKownville Reservolr Park.
o West énd water
Placs to expand the town's

uriicipal water sysfem into the

Birchwood Archaeological Serv-
ices to perform a required cul-
tural resource assessment.”

According to.Ed Hernandez of
Delaware Engineering, there
will be a flat fee of $457 per year
to oll residents living in the pro-
posed water district.

Residents whe want to hook
up to the system will pay a one-
time $1,750 fee in addition to
paying a usage fee for the water,
llernandez said,

Runion told The Enterprise
yesterday that most of the resi-
dents in the area to be served

needed is undér the federal
litnit.

Runion said the April 8 hear-
ing will be open to the public and
allow residents to discuss any
grievances over the final plans
for the praject.

Cash or credit?

The town board authorized the
supervisor to contract with East
Ink’ to establish a system for
residents to pay municipal bills
using credit cards, debit cards,
and electronie checls.

The system, which will be
available on the Internet, will

" eventually allow residents to pay

all of their town bills on-line or
at the Town Hall with the swipe
of a card, '

" Fiest Niagara Bank is spon-
soring the system.

“It will be for all of the de-
partments eventually. Flrst, the
veceiver of taxes; then the
courts, and eventually the rest,”
Runion said at the meeting. 'We
will be able to take payments
over our newly-designed website
as well as two terminals in Town
Hall: one in the court and one
upstairs.” .

Runion said that a link to a
“secure site” from the town’s
wabsite will ensure the safety of
any transactions over the Inter-
net. :

‘We can start in the spring and hopefully '
have it finished by the fall.’

are in favor of bringing in water;
he described the current water
situation as “problematic.”

Runion said in September
that, “Chandler and Wagner
roads are areas with very poor
water.”

Some are opposed, however.

Patti Percoski claims in a let-
ter Lo The Enterprise editor this
week that it is “unfair” to rajse
taxes for residents like hersell
who won't use the new water
supply.

“1 don't intend to ‘hook up’ to
the line, and I didn't ask for it,”
writes Percoski. “Why, then,
should I have to pay for it?"

Hernandez said the charge to
residents not using the water is
for bringing a municipal service
into the area. He cited the ox-
ample of a town road not used by
everyone but atill paid for with
taxpayers money, and, he added,
municipal water increases the
value of property in an area
simply by being available.

“It basically pays for the bonds
on the water system for the
area,” said Hernandez of the
$457 fee. “Otherwise, you could
never have water districts.”

. There will also be a $9.87 fn.
crease for town residents cur-
rently using municipal water,

Attorney Dennis Feeney told
the board the town does not need
approval from the state comp-
troller for the bonding portion of
the project because the amount

“It's all done through a secure
website, not the town's website,”
he said. :

Visa, Mastercard, and Dis-
cover cards will be avcepted, but
not American Express.

There will be a $1.50 fee for all
electronic checks and a credit-
card fee will be charged to the
customer. The credit card fee is
proportional to the amount
spent.

Runion sald that the town
court has been asking for a
credit card system in order to
expedite the payments of fines
and fees that are imposéd,

There will also be a desk with
a computer available at Town
Hall for residents to make pay-
ments on-line, said Runion.

“There’s some convenience to
it, like if it's the last day to make
a tax payment and you can't
make it down here,” said Run-
fon.

The board membors voted
unanimously in favor of the sys-
tem.

Ending the session, Runion
acknowledged that the meeting
was the last of the year. The
board usnanimoualy canceled its
Dec. 28 and Jan. 2 board mest-
ings and set Tharaday, Jan. 4, as
the town’s re.organizational
meeting, at 7 p.m. in town hall.

“As this is the last meeting of
the year, we want to wish every-
one a happy holiday and a happy
new yeer,” said Runion.
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“It’§ ‘rotlilken vefrigsritor
ihg,” “she Baid. “Its’ a httle over .
the top, budget-wise.”

Added to the cost.of fixing the
foundation ars' things like ve-
building the féngethat had been

the yard that was torn. up; and
ﬁxmg the driveway, whlch the
falmly had repavedlast suminer

h “Bad thmgs aren’t suppgsed
 to happen to good peﬂple.”
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-withwhatweé're,going:
at St:uyx?‘esan*h Plaza™ He said;
- With &WI iof $600 000 from
" the. sﬁate’ﬁ Office of Parks’ and.
e Recreaﬁmn,) .the Departuieit of .
.Tranbﬁox‘taéxon, agrant:through
Assmgb'lyman John: McEneny, -
‘a fd. funde from Stuyvegant
-Plaza;, \quon gaid, the town .
- will ‘dediéate’ ‘the' land aroind’
the McKownvdle reservoir as
parkland and expand it to hold
another half-million gallons of
water, which is about what spills
gng% Route 20 during a 10-year
0

“The town is to pay for any ad- '

dltxonﬁl costs, beyond $600,000,
Runiof séid, and the town’s en-
gifieers. don’t expect that it will
exceed $100,000.

Smce their insurance won't
cover any of the cogt, the Plants
will likely have a bill between
$13,000 and $15, 000 Laura

R

- Good Samaritan rescues

"name thatis currently accepting ' iy

' “It’s 80 much more than wha
you thinlk,” she édded after hst-
ing the réle.ted fepairs; . [

Her family is ‘gratéful: for t'he
help it has gotten from: friends "IN
and neighbors, Plant said. ;“-Ev- o
erybody’s been great.” o

‘Lindsey Plant's cheerleadmg“ '

‘squad . had-organized: 0’ help“ .
:the family; Plant said: And one
‘parént hag donated d week-long - o
timé-ghare to-be. raffled offata .. - . AR

A rush ofmud and i
storms, leaving the fa

: fuidsraiser” that the McKc‘iwh-v SRy,

ville Neighborhood Association
has planned at Sutter's Mill I
restaurant on Aug. 24. Tickets

for the party, which will be from™ ;
4 to 6 p.m,, are $10 and there is
a Key Bank ‘special. deposit ac-
count in"Ken and Laura Plant’s *

donatlons

Plant, who volunteers with
Thde Fresh Aﬁ F;;nd snd The,
Ride for Missi
with ?shake of he‘r“hé‘ f"%
things aren’t supposed to happen
to good people.”




