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A busy week! C
~The MecKownyille picnic is to-
morrow, Saturday, Aug. 22, from
‘noon on at the university softball
field behind Norwood St games,
raffles, bake sale, no-open fires,
lots of neighbors, Save your-rain
. dancing until Sunday.. 3
The referendum onthe:merger-of
..the, Westmere and McKownville.
"Water Distiicts ‘will take. place
" next Wednesday, Aug, 27, fror 4 to-
10. p.m. -Voting for McKownvxlle
District. residents willtake place at’
the, McKownville. Fire: House and
for Westmere District residents at
the Westmere Fire House, To be’
eligible :to. vote you must be a
registeted. voter . and a. property
. owner in the-appropriate district., .
hat follows.are my. own-views

of what the issues are in.. this.

The- estmere Water District -

. would appear o be little affected
y..the -merger. The , Westmeére ~
i District.  serves., propex:ty Jwith
several,times the assessed valua-

" tion of the Mc Kownvill' District..,

- The merger. will add- perhaps 20

percent to the tax ‘base of . the

o ct useful if the
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them, met
"and -long” féf cy- of the
-water.distribution, system, fire-
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-villg:

) o ger,‘ The
Fire Comm:ssl%x;ers wantéd the
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tions, -judg
‘ loyalties, as We'»as ¢
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water, As for taxes;' 1
the: owner of a -$45,000 home in D

‘,because of low pressure in the

..;pxpes =

is - The fire department supports

. installation of several-additional
- conngetio

% "Here dre" reasons for sup
the:merger:

Mergmg the district makes ad- .

“ministration of the merged district
-easier than administration of the
two districts separately. ‘
Merger creates a single district
with a broader tax base than-either .;
-of the two separately. It creates a
district whose financial resources _
are much stronger-than: McKown-
ville’s, and - which can respond
much. more easily to perceived
inadequacies in: the sytem. Since
McKownville’s system is much

older than Westmere’s, many of is

the most serious inadeguacies of
the merged system will be in

McKownville,  and as a result
Kownyille is likely to beneﬂt
n'lerger by a more_rapid_

u
tem, than would. be possxble using
[its own resources. -

_Thefite department partlcula rly
supports the merger because it is.
most, acutely aware of inade-
_quaei the. distribution system
_which,¥ ound. McKownville’s
. system contams mostly, four -and
‘'six’inch pipés, whereas Westmere'

feeds; MeKownville. with an eight
inch pi he smialler pipes cause.
10ss of préssure and a lower:rate of
, floy.of water. The flow is adequate

"Yor Txghtmg residential fires, but is:
_.below optimal standard for com-
oteetion The two

‘ upon equip-

Depar

ment, nerate suffici-

ent ;water nal com-
éreial stz @e equip-
ént carino used at”capacity -

leiand Westmere systems as a
wa; of‘mcreasmg pressure, With-
~out ‘merger, these connections

ading of, its distribution sys- -

“m -

 ‘fromi”eommercial ex-
ploxtation, andkept as a recreation
area and hac¢kup water _source.
‘This column pt‘esentedth €.
ments in some detail Jast week,
‘The other, argument against
merger, rélated to the reservoir
involves the idea of a village. The
'village concept is rather “contro-
vers1a1 a strongly opposed by

ville comes to pass, then-pierger
affeets the assets the village ‘will
confrol. I the McKOanﬂIe ‘Water
jet is -not merged: into 2
vconsohdated distriet with ~Wes!
‘mére, then with the’ formatmn of a*

village, the water district 4nd, in

particular, the reservoir, comes
under the control of ‘the village.~
porients ‘of a village feel that -
the. fate of the reservoir is-much
‘more seeure if it-is 1o b ter-
mined by a villagé ‘board rather
than the. Town Board.

Some. opponents of merger feel
that the fxre\d‘epax‘-‘tvt_‘rle nd-

problenﬁs ‘of the .
watér system. They woridet” if

merger is predominan et.]y fof the
benefit of two-or thyée. fommercial
properties ori ‘the South side of
Western Ave. They rote that the
Ramada. Inn is within a short
distance of the Albany water sys-
tem, which can be tapped in an
emergency. They wonder why the

a- situation is suddenly perceived as
ire. - 50 Serious. wher the McKownville

water pipes and thelarge commer-

cial properties - in McKuwnvxlle.
have both been around” for a -

number of years. They are con-
cerned that all the activity regard-
irig thé McKownville Water™ Dis-

- ~trict-dt-this timie is related to the

desire of Crossgates to remove the.
Resérvoir as an nbstacle to devel-

. »dpment.
Someone thh a tendency to-
wards . a - -conspiracy theory of

govemment»actlvxty, and Capltal '

would have to be metered, and the Distr

neyard; Restaul'ant ‘coul

‘ak in the system. At
ent a major break in the area -
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" bénefit is the ‘possible risk  that
mérger might more easily leadto a
future loss of thehMcKownvﬂle
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This 1980 referendum passed,
but the result was not published

in the Altamont Enterprise

(Coptinued from Page 3) o
recreational ‘use; and ‘merger

might thereby"help Crossgates and

other eommercxal developmenty in

"and ‘near-McKownville: Assessing

the m;paet of merger on the

reserveir is: very difﬁcult and
$Speculative:

~Onefinal factor is that 1f the two
districts do not merge, “merger
always remains possible.-In fact,
this will be the second merger vote.
‘in. four years. But once the two.

districts are merged, reversal is

. inconceivable.

“The McKownville lmprovement
Assoenation at this writing has
-taken no position on-the: merger,lt
plans a public meeting on the
merger question Tuésday, Aug. 26.

" at 8p.m. at the Tom Sawyer Motol‘

Inn,

Concerning last week’s column
on the reservoir, Town Board:
‘Member John Smircich pointed-out
that ‘the Town never had any

" control. ‘over- ‘Harrington’s Pond

-andhad no power to have the: dam
rebuilt.once it breached. He also

~suggested- that even if the. Me-

Kownville Filtration Plant equip-

. ment were capable of purifying the

‘water to the standards of the 1960s,
it would probably 110t be adequate’
_today, since the’ standards for
water punty ‘have become more
famngént since tl;e equnpment was.
5t used




