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HARLES E. HUGHES was Governor of New
York. The race-track bill was to come to a de-
cisive vote the next morning. No one knew just
where William Barnes, Jr., the Albany boss, stood. Sen-
ator Grattan of Albany County had told his friends he
would support the bill; he could not afford, he said, to
place himself under suspicion of being a grafter; he had
promised his family he would vote for the bill; any other
course would be political suicide. Late that night the door
bell of the house next to the Albany residence of Barnes
rang softly. The master of the house himself opened
the door. He recognized the tall figure of Senator Mc-
Carren, the Democratic boss of Brooklyn. “Hello, Billy,”
McCarren whispered, as he faced the street and glanced
hurriedly up and down for possible spies. “I think
you've made a mistake, Senator,” said McCarren's unex-
pected host. “You want the house next door.”

The next morning
against Hughes and the race-track bill. He told his
friends he had begged Barnes to spare him the humil
tion, but that Barnes was deaf to his entreaties.

nator Grattan got word to vote

SUCCEEDS “BOSS” PLATT

FTER he left

Barnes acquired the Albany
“Evening Journal,” formerly owned by his grand-
father, Thurlow Weed. Like his grandfather, he began
ly as a reformer, and, like him, has ended in an
ance with the worst and lowest elements of Albany
defeated D-Cady Herrick, the local Democratic boss,
by a nonpartisan pretense of “honest elections and the
elevating of politics.” After the election, one of Barnes's
reform supporters said to him 'he gambling element
and the dive keepers were against us. We will put
them out of business.” “Oh, no, we won't,
Barnes; “we’ll make them be with us.”
Barnes is the successor of Thomas C. Platt as the
an boss of New York State. He controls the
Albany through a regiment of officeholders,
national, State, county, and city, and through a
nership with a sort of political Camorra, perhaps the
and of d
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onds were authorized by the city council for
this Boulevard de Triomphe, dedicated to the con
venience of Barnes and his friends The boulevard
might have been paved with some other

substance
than brick but for the fact that one of Barnes's hench-
men is a stockholder in a brick plant, and Barnes,
being a Harvard graduate and a classical scholar, fol
lows the Roman custom of dividing the small spoils
among his camp followers. “When the leader has taken
from the spoils what he wants,” reads the report of the
Special Committee of the New York Senate, appointed
to investigate the city and county of Albany, “the resi-
due is parceled out, by a kind of rude natural justice,
among his subordinates, from the highest to the
in varying amounts, as the leader, with or without the
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advice of his associates, design:
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the demands of the ring. George Addington, the present
County Judge of Albany County, was, prior to his elec-
tion as judge, the District Attorney of Albany County.
On December 19, 1007, just before retiring as District
Attorney, he dismissed, without explanation, 465 indict-
ments against alleged ofenders. There are now pending
in Albany County upward of 830 indictments. Six hun-
dred and sixty-one of these were found prior to the elec-
tion of the present District Attorney. The law requires
these indictments to be filed in the office of the clerk of
the county, while the bonds for .he appearance of defend-
ants are required to be filed in the office of the clerk of
the court. But the District Attorney has a different rule
All indictments and bonds are filed in his office. He ex-
plains that this has been the custom in Albany County
Jesides, he says, the indictments are not safe in the
County Clerk’s office. When asked particularly about
the pigeonholing of these indictments, the District At-
torney said that it was a good way to control a defend-
ant. The votes of the 850 individuals now under indict-
ment in Albany are sufficient to turn any election in
Albany one way or another.

JUDICIAL METHODS IN ALBANY

LACKMAILING by indictment has been a common
thing in Albany. A certain woman who kept a dis-
orderly house was indicted for abduction, She had been
paying for protection for her house. The indictment was
pigeonholed, but the woman ordered to leave town
Timothy Kerwin, a prominent member of Barnes's ring,
who was introduced to the woman by a sergeant of the
Albany police, and who had collected the protection
money from the woman, admitted that the pigeonholing
of the indictment was brought about through his friend-
ship with George Addington, now county judge, then
District Attorney. The woman was induced to deed to
Kerwin valuable real estate, on the pretense that the
property would be looked after during the enforced ab-
sence of the woman. She did not get the property back
Kerwin claimed that the woman owed him some money
Kerwin had endorsed the note of Addington for $500,
and Addington did not dismiss this indictment with the
other 465 when he went out of office
One or two instances of how criminals are protected
under the Barnes system may be cited. One “Honku
Burns runs a disorderly dance hall in Albany. It is a
for criminals and their loot from other parts of
He was running his t > without a State ex-

fence
the State

His Wife: ‘It seems to me, dear,
that the drawing is just a trifle
cxaggerated — er — that is — of course

unless it's meant to be funny **

cise license. The State Excise Commissioner sent his men
to close up the place. While they were confiscating the
liquors, Burns walked in. At his signal the doors were
locked and the lights suddenly extinguished. Liquor
bottles began to fly. The excise men made for an open
window. One of them was under the care of a doctor
later. One hour after the place was raided it was run-
ning full blast.

Jurns was charged with resisting an officer. Recorder
Frost turned him loose on the ground that the excise
agent had not personally gotten the order to confiscate
the goods, but had sent a lawyer to get it

ROBBING THE STATE

URNS had a partner named “Barney” Reilly, A
colored horse trader Albany The
Tenderloin gang learned that he carried several thousand
dollars on his person. Reilly and another man visited
the horse traders’ camp on Manning Boulevard, outside
the city, late one night. The neighborhood was aroused
by cries of “murder.” Mounted police rode up. They
caught Reilly and his pal running away. They had the
negro's blood and his money on them. The identification
by the negro was positive. Burns was acquitted. His
pull with the ring saved him, Instances like this are not
uncommon in Albany
But the criminal side of life is not the only graft that
exists with the sanction of ring. Catherine
Grimes, a very old lady, died in a cheap lodging house in
Albany Although she was apparently a pauper, the
house belonged to her. She left no relatives. It
discovered that she had deposited in Albany banks at the
time her death sixteen thousand dollars
Malone, an undertaker and a prominent member of
Jarnes’s ring, took possession of the body and the house
He got appo:nted administrator of the estate. The con-
tents of the house inventoried at $21.10. Mrs
Grimes's personal effects were listed by the administra-
“one lot of old clothing (junk) of the value of
ten cents, and underwear and towels in bureau
drawer, of the value of five cents.” Malone put in a
bill of $1,381.56 for funeral expenses. He charged $
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for a “solid mahogany casket, lined with satin, honey
combed, and silk pillow, and oxidized extension han-
dles, with engraved plat and $250 for a “burglar-

f metallic grave vault He dressed the corpse in
ack silk dress, for which he charged $00. A doctor,

William S. Bristol, another Republican and a *

riend”

of Malone's, presented a hill for $1,6 Or SIX years
services, although another physician, who had been paid
for his services during the lifetime of his patient, testi-
fied that he had attended Mrs. Grimes during the same
period. A tenant of Mrs. Grimes presented a bill for an
even $1,000, although she had paid her monthly rental to
Mrs. Grimes regularly without deduction. The tenant
testified for the doctor and the doctor testified fer the
tenant. Malone paid George Addington, now Barnes's
county judge, for legal services, $750. He d john
J. McCall, another lawyer and prominent member of
Barnes's ring, $5,700 for some other legal services. He
paid another lawycr anda member of the same ring $250
for looking after the interests of “unknown infants.” A
Deputy Attorney General, who appeared on behalf of the
State, was allowed, contrary to law, $2,200 for his serv-
ices,’ although drawing a salary from the State at the
same time. This Deputy Attorney General made no objec-
tion to the bills. If he had, he would not have received
his $2,200. And Barnes's judge allowed these claims.
F e did reduce the bill of the tenant of Mrs. Grimes $500,
though why, unless she was a woman and did not have
any political influence, or unless there was not enough
to go round among the lawyers, does not appear.

One or two instances out of dozens of direct political
graft may be Thomas J. Cowell and George
Cowell, stationers, furnish the stationery supplies to the
city of Albany. One of their graft methods is to render
bills for stationery for the individual aldermen, which are
audited and paid by the city. No stationery is furnished.
Instead, the amount of the bill is distributed in cash to
cach alderman, share and share alike

cited.

MUNICIPAL GRAFT

HE law requires that all work done and supplies

furnished to cities of the second class, in amounts
over $250, shall be awarded, after public bidding, to the
lowest bidder. This might exclude some of the ring,
who are usually not cheap. Work and materials were,
therefore, ordered, aggregating thousands of dollars an-
nually, by dividing up the work and material in job
lots, the bills presented all being under $230. These
orders for the same kind of work or materials are all
given to the same persons. If the city bought $20,000
worth of horse feed, it bought the feed in lots less than
$250, on orders given to the same firm. Five thousand
dollars’ worth of pig lead was bought in twenty lots of
$230 cach. Under this arrangement, there is no limit to

Continued on page 32;
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| The Leering Beast of Gold

Concluded from page 30
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On the fifth day he suddenly turned his Now the little Paytan doctor must have
» hiead, and in a hushed voice entreated ¢ ed that nothing less than visual
i “Did—you find him?' st would serve to allay the crisis
v | “You'd better sleep now, Phil, old ‘ sently nodded to Marty, and ecacl

L roy
Marty

' glance

Ludcroy ?" he insisted fiercely

ered, darting a helpless er the
rd the do ‘We—followed  ciird

i | | tracks in the sand, Phil—tracks like—like hot sky. Gently t} red him in
—— A a crawling man would leave. They ran I'he form of Luderoy lay upon a couch
| | round and round the temple and over to of heaped-up sand. Krad pushed away
the tunnel. We—" tt yporting hands A great sob tore
_(]]at f()r more [han 52 years, “Out with it!—the worst!"” his throat. Down into the opening peered
4 6 ) “ “He lay just inside,” Marty strove t the rtadores, swarthy-visaged, teeth

has made “Bull” Durham the comply:: “Hisbody Wanialfbost vaked his gliater.ai

< S PR knees ¢ padded with rags, one shin The face was covered by a square of
best-selling tobacco. was broken, and—and— Oh, please now, wet gauze. Morbidly fascinated, Krad

Fhil! Quick, doctor! Médico! médico put forth a trembling hand. He drew the

There are plenty of smokes that | A figre darkened the doorway. “Por cloth a

. ~ A , P | | Dios! Qué es esto? | ue eyes came open

cost much less. And plenty that [ e ol seciii' piteoF wia i

cost just the same. Some tobac- panted Marty t. Rand !’

cos cost more—much more Out of the confusion of tongues arose With a joyful cry Krad sank to his

a confusion of wits worse confounded ees into the Englishman's arms. Marty
Appeals, protests—the struggling patient and the Peruvians were a crowd;: they
was deaf to all accordingly dispersed

|
But, regardless of price, }
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Mr. Barnes of Albany
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| the amount that Wy be charged for work sheriff a stipend. were quite frequent. On
| |or material, excefh the conscience of the November 6, 1009, for instance, seven pris-
| | nng oners and seven friends of the sheriff
Payments an ing to $0,034.78 were made this trip, and the sheriff lected
made to the Hu Heating Company for the twenty cents a mile for e prisoner

sMoKlNG TOBACCO | | taking down and putting up steam pipes at  instead of the twelve cents a mile provided

the water-pumping station. This amount by law; and the sheriff claims that the

was paid in twenty-five different install- judge in each instance “expressly directed”

. . ments.  Of these installments, him to transport the prisoners separately

goes ngh( a]ong—OUISC”‘ng all 1 | were over $240 and under $250 (one was It is pretty safe te that these prisoners
other high-grade tobaccos com- 10.24, within 76 cents of the limit). All were not more dangerous to the commu
bi i of the items but four were paid within the an the § t who were looking
ined. | same year. Warrants succeeded one ar m r four years the sheriff

other in numerical order. For instance,

Perhaps half of ‘“Bull” l)urh:_xm L i [M. Kantrowitz
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For every year its sales keep on growing course of graft in Al

’ . | 2 :
in exclusive clubs, hotels and cafés—just as | through the Tenderloin; in
srambiing
they do in the small country stores. gambling

rather expensive to
That's what you get
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poor men who smoke it, deliberately choose
“Bull" Durham because it pleases them
better than any other tobacco.
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: - : were depos Frist:Com
It's mild—it has a deep, rich, mellowness 1
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|
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. A
thatis all its own. And it's pure—as pure as ( 1”\‘
| and $5
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out to-day at the first smoke-place you
come to,

Hall. They amounted to

| WHAT PUBLIC OFFICE IS FOR
fund amount
1 JURT atte s wi for their these years
presence : l three 1 four courts Tr Comy P,
me and the dathe time. Within one receiving three per cent
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Mr. Barnes of Albany

Concluded from page 32

of the proceedings of the City Council;
then it keeps its type standing, puts at the
top the name of the Journal Company,
and allows Barnes to sell to the city when-
ever it wants extra copies. The city offi-
ials order these extra copies ad libitum
Outside competition has no chance, For
the year 1910 the taxpayers of Albany paid
$8.800 for printing the proceedings of the
City Council, Forty pages were consumed
in the description of an engine, at a cost
of $400. It cost $240 1o tell in print how
two pumps at the pumping station worked

A bill was rendered by the Argus Com-
pany to the irnal Company for one
thousand copies of the Building Code. The
cost of these copies was, of course, over

$250 and required public bidding under
the law. The copies were split up by M
Barnes's Jour Company into separate

A
deliveries of $250 each. The cost of the

city printing is measured by the page. Be-
fore Barnes took charge of the public
printing in Albany, there were foriy-one

lines of printed matter on a page of the
proceedings of the Common Council. In
the volume for 1910 there are but twenty-
seven lines to the
the same size

page—and the type is of

Under the law, certain State officials
designate an official State paper for the
printing of public laws and notices. The
Joard of Supervisors in each county
also designates an official county paper

Barnes's paper, the Albany *“Journal,” was
designated as the official State paper for
the years from 1806 to 1911, with the ex-
ception of 1008 and 1909. or the State
printing during these years the “Journal”
was paid $85384.30. During the same
years the “Journal” was designated by the
Board of Supervisors of Albany County
as the official county paper. It made but
the one publication of the laws for both

the State and county; but it collected in
duplicate, and received $15,064 illegally
In his “Reminiscences,” Carl Schurz, speak
ing of Barnes's grandfather, Thurlow

Weed, said: “While everybody recognized
his extraordinary ability, opinions about

his political virtue were divided. His op
ponents denounced him as a selfish and
utterly unscrupulous trickster, while his

friends emphasized the fact that he se
cured office for ever so many friends, but
never any for himself, except a public
printer's place which was profitable in
revenue but very modest in rank.”
EMHROIDERED PRINTING

HE Legislature of 1893 directed the

clerk of Albany County to make a con-
densed index of deeds and mortgages in
two series, one of grantors and mortgagors,
the other of grantees and mortgagees, The
work was tn be completed in three years,
which

at a cost was originally not to
exceed some $60,000, The work has now
been in progress cighteen years, and is
about half done It has already cost
$238,876. and there is a grave ques-
tion whether it conforms to the law, and
whether it will he of any value exce

a memorial of public folly I'he gus
Company received the contract for the

printing. Whether Barnes was paid his

royalty on this is'not known, as the ma
jority of the Court of Appeals of New
York upheld him in his unconcerned re
fusal to answer the questions of the Sen-

ate investigating committee It is not
likely that Barnes would let this monu-
mental graft slip through his fingers. He
is frugal in such matters. His father,

who was formerly State Insurance Com

missioner, had been a representative of
the insurance companies at Albany. Dur

ing the insurance investigation a letter
turned up from William Barnes, Jr., to the
Mutual Life Insurance Company, in which
Barnes wrote he honorarium which the
Mutual Life, with other companies, was kind
enough to confer upon my father, William
Barnes, has customarily been paid on July
1 each year. | trust you will pardon me
bringing to your attention the fact that
the Mutual Life has not yet sent a check.”

THF

STEAL OF THE ALBANY BASIN

HE Albany Basin was the property of

the State of New York. It was de-
scribed in the language of the Legisla-
ture as the “termination of the Erie and
Champlain Canals,” and connected the
Erie Canal with the Hudson River. Even
the Constitution of the State provides
that the canal shall never be given away
for any purpose The State recently
appropriated $10,800,000 to furnish proper
facilities for canal traffic. The Repub
lican ring in Albany got the Legislature,
on various fabricated pretexts, to dispose
of this basin to the “riparian owners”
for a nominal sum. The riparian owners
happened to be chiefly the New York Cen-
tral & Hudson River Railroad and the
Delaware & Hudson Railroad. The title
to the larger part of this public property,
of such tremendous value and importance
to the people of the State, and upon which
enormous sums of money had been ex-
pended, has therefore passed from the
people to the New York Central Railroad,
and the rest will go to the Delaware &
Hudson. But the value of the present
grant is as nothing compared to the tax
INg power in transportation charges that

the railroads will in future saddle on the
people of New York, by reason of the
climination of water competition. At the

time this deal was put through, Barnes's
corporation counsel of Albany was also
counsel for the New York Central ; prob-
ably as a reward for his services, Barnes
subsequently made him a Supreme Court
judge. The Mayor of the city was like-
wise intimately associated with the coal
companies of the Delaware & Hudson
Railroad Company. As a member of the
State Senate he introduced the bill in the
Legislature, and was Mayor of Albany
when the scheme was put into effect
Such is the history of the Barnes ring
Albany. Its members are promin
They are a powerful hink in the
ernment of the State I'he ring is the

in
citizens

g

oduct of the political genius of William
arnes, Jr., who testified before the inves
tigating committee of the Senate that a
political leader was “one whose advice
was quite largely taken” by the members

of the organizatior
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You Can Afford to Use
the Best Varnish

And you can afford to take a per-

sonal interest in seeing that you
get it,
Whether you wield the varnish

brush or hire someone else—
Whether you have one floor or
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And it costs just as much in time and labor
to put this cheap stuff on as it does to put
on Berry Brothers' Varnish

What little you save in the gallon.cost is
caten up many times over by the expense of
more [requent refinishing

And your disappointment in the looks of
the job, plus the annoyance, can't be measured
in dollars and cents
1{ all dealers sold nothing but good varnish
—and all painters used nothing else
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BERRY BROTHERS, Ltd

FACTORIES: DETROIT, MICH
BRANCHES: NF YORK, BOSTO
CHICAGO, CINCINNATI, 81

This One Label Protects
All Your Varnish Needs

You will never find occasion to buy a
substitutefor BerryBrothers’ Varnish

No matter what you want to use
varnish for, there is a Berry Brothers
product to meet your need.

All of your most frequent needs are met by
one of the five varnishes listed below
The label is the same on all of the
the name of each kind shown at the ¢
he reason there
cause there are many d
and no one kind
as no one medicine is efficacious for a
It is not necessary that you rem
names of the various kinds. Simply make
sure of the Berry Hrothers' Label Your
dealer or painter can tell you which kind your
work requires,
nite -—For finishing floors in the
most durable manner possible
"y ry Wood Finish For the finest
rubbed or polished finish on interior woodwork
lastec Intevior iy A or intenor wood
work exposed to se

with

p
re different kinds is be
ses {or varnish,
ited to all

just

vere wear, finished in full

glos

Elastic Outside For all surfaces,
such as front doors, that are exposed to the
weather

Luxebrrey Spar Varmish :—For ships, small
boats, yachts, canoes and other marine uses,
outside or inside. Has never turned white
under water

Any aler « At
Brot
cu '
name v
Brothers ndard of gquality

arnish Maker'" inlevesting to all users

ERRY

HERS’

VARNISHES

ESTARBLISHED

A\LKERVI

1858

LPHIA, BAL

Lot \ RANCISCO

'
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