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27 Warrea Street
MeKownville

Albany, M. Y.
Mareh 18, 1088

The Editor,

The Times Unioa

24 Sheridan Avenue
Albany, ¥N. Y.

Dear Bir:

This morning as I read my eopy of the Times Umniom I
noted with eomsiderable ammoyance G. R. Roseberry's latest artiele
Aullvcuthg the amnexation of the MeKownville Aistrist to the City eof
DanYye

Mr. Rosedberry is a relative noweomer to MeKownville and
obviously am umhappy resideat of the sommmity. He seems to have a
personel ax to grind and is using his soclumm your paper to do just
thate 3imee Mr, Rosederry moved imto the eclmmunity a souple of years
ago he has eomstantly tried to sSir up agitatioa im favor of ammex-
ation through the medium of his eolumn im your paper. He has used
a8 his major argument the water situatiem, It is obvious from his
:ritmz: that he has made mo eoffort to get or preseat all the faets
nvolved.

Unfortunately the power of the press eam be just as stromg
to away publie opiniom with personally opimiomated artiecles as with
stralightforward fasts, It is time the Times Uniom starts priating
all the fa eots before resideats cut here are duped into something
whieh is not mesessarily for the gemeral good, It would seem that
the situation would be best eovered im the future by a disinterested
reporter sovering all faets, pro and eom.

I wish to present here other fasts amd observations pertineat
to the subjest to ammexatiom whieh should be takem into eomsideration.

As regards the water sidsatiom, the Water Distriet had just
scmpleted modermisation of its plamt and fasilities whemn I moved into
the sommunity, The water was plemtiful at our home durimg the eatire
first yoar we lived here and was of not too bad quality. Thea the
Hew Yorxk State Thruway was permitted to eross through our water
supply. Why this was permitted to happen withoufj a fight I doa't kmow
but apparemtly the power of the press was mot used to oppose sueh an
unfair move. Whem grading operatioms started our water troubles began
and they have mever ceased. The engineers tell us the reservoir is
half filled with sand and silt washed dowa from the throughway, This
sould be observed most of the time Dy just looking at the reser volr,
It is xy understand that the Thruway Authofity has agreed to dredge
and slean the reservolir and retura it to good somditiom. This will
take soveral months, however, Meamwhile additiomal temporsry moves
are being made to eadeavor to aid the situstiom.

During thd summey of 1053 a severe drought oceeurred, Our
reservoir, though small, never reashed the eritisally low lidvels that
sonfronted most sommmities throughout the state. st every wager
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distriet was forced to eurtall use of watdr. These faets appeared

daily in your paper, MNeKownaville was mO exeoptiomn, Water eomsumptiom

_ 4m the distriet tripled durimg the drought and the pumping and storsge
fasilities were umable to eope with the demamnd, This is when restrietions
were imposed to keep up water pressure ian sase of fire. The inoors
tell us that the supply of water available is adequate and I De ieve

they are gualified to do so.

If smmexatiomndid take plase we would have Albanys good water.
Howevey, we would be still obligated to pay off the boad issue
now outstanding on the system, Thus we would pay two water taxes.

As taxpaysrs of the Town of Guilderlamd we have just
suceeeded in imstalling fime modern eemtrel sehools amd faellities
and have already paid a comsiderabls amount om them. These we would
forfeit im favor of the Albamy Publie Sehool system whieh does mnot have
any sueh modera faeilities, at least in this ead of the eity. The
nearest eity sehool is #37 at Russell Road amd it is doubtful 1if this
fasility would be able to handle sush & suddea influx,

Umder the preseat system our ehildrem are pleked up at
the door by sehool buses and tramsported safely to and from the sehool.
I do mot kmow of amy plase im the eity where this is possible, Imn my
own sase the publie bus lime does mot eome mear emough to be of use
for this purpese and this situation would eomstitute a haxdship,.

. MeKowmville mow has & well equipped amnd well mammed fire
eompany known for its effieiemey, Albany would have to provide us
with & mew fire house and truek to replase this faeility whieh now
renders protestion with vory little eost to the tg xpayers. At preseat
adjasent eity property is protested oaly by engine 10 more than three
miles away. Our fire imsuramse rates would umdoubtedly soar if this
sondition were permitted to eomtimue, Umder the preseat mutusl ald
set up almost unlimited fire fighting equipment ean be summomed to
Mekowmville mueh quieker than additiomal Albamy equipment. The
ha sard to life and property would be mueh greater with protestiom
from Albamy, As im the ease of the water distriet we would be
obligated to pay off the debts of the fire distriet.

It is very doubtful if taxes to be paid to the elty of
Albany would be as low as the taxdés we now pay, evVen with the imereased
seshool tax mow beiag levied.

It is improbable that we could be hooked up with the Albany
sewer system without eompletely rebuildimg the preseat MeKownville
sewer system., Present sewers are storm sewers, mot sanitary sewers,
although some of them do earry sewage, It is doudbtful if this would
be dome very quiekly as mome of the adjasent Albamy properpy has sewers
exeept from the Bestera Avenue eity lime east, In addition to this
residents of the area would have little to say about how 1t was to be
done as they mow 6em, Sewer and paving assessments would be merely
levied to sover sueh mMOVeSs.

We would lose the right to elose self govermmeat whish we
now enjoy and which most of us moved to this community to eajoy.



3=

Many other sommmaities throughout the state have experiemesd
the same growiAg pains and diffiedlties whieh MeKowaville is now
faeinge MNost of them have overeome their diffisulties without jumping
headlong into the nearest large eity, It would seem far more laudable
for sitisems of this sommmity to spemd their efforts to improve the
eommunity rather tham to a mnihilate it.

I think we eould well use the power of your mewspaper to
stand behimg us to aid us inm gettimg our reservoir put daek im good
working order and to expose the Thruway Authority for pomltthg thelir
highway to impair water supplies of small eommumities. It eculd also
be used to make our eommunity seem as attraetive as it really is rather
than as a blighted area to de avoided. However, I thimk that you
should be sure that what you print is faet and is all the faets.

Sinee Mr, Roseberry has beem permitted the use of his
solumn for psrsomal opiniom I believe I should be afforded the
sourtesy of having the foregoing faets primted im just as prominent a
spot so that MeKowaville resddeats may be presented with the other
facts of the saseée I believe most of them will agree with me.

Very truly yours,



