
McKownville-Country Club 
Highlands Historic District

Guilderland, New York



What are the 
State and National Registers of Historic Places?

The State and National Registers of Historic Places are the official lists of buildings, 
structures, districts, objects, and sites significant in the history, architecture, 

archeology, engineering, and culture of New York and the nation. The same eligibility 
criteria are used for both the State and National Registers. The National Historic 

Preservation Act of 1966 and the New York State Historic Preservation Act of 1980 
established the National and State Registers programs. In New York, the Commissioner 
of the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation, who is also 

the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO), administers these programs.

Since the State and National programs are effectively the same, we defer to the 
National Register when discussing the nomination process.



What is a Historic District?

There are two primary types of National Register listing: Individual listing 
and Historic District listings.

Historic Districts are collections/areas of historically related properties 
that meet the eligibility criteria for listing on the National Register. 

Properties within Historic Districts do not always meet the eligibility 
criteria individually, but when viewed collectively they meet the criteria.

Nominating Historic Districts is not uncommon, and there are a number of 
them already listed on the National Register near your neighborhood! 

Here are some examples:



Center Square/Hudson-Park 
Historic District

Albany, NY

West Side Historic District
Saratoga Springs, NY

Altamont Historic District
Altamont, NY



What makes your neighborhood historic?
The McKownville-Country Club Highlands Historic District is eligible for listing on 

the National Register of Historic Places in the area of Community Planning & 
Development as a residential enclave that chronicles the suburban development 

of the greater Albany, New York region in the early to mid-twentieth century

It is also eligible in the area of Architecture for its largely intact collection 
of domestic suburban architecture, representative of its time. For 
example, here are some excellent examples of Kit Houses in your 
neighborhood that remain almost identical to their original plans













The District Boundary is also almost identical to the boundary of the 1912 County Club Highlands Subdivision as well!

(DRAFT – NOT FINAL VERSION)



https://mckownville.org/2projects/MIA-CCHighlandsNRHP-d1.html

Check out the McKownville Improvement Association’s 
webpage regarding the Historic District proposal and process!



How does National Register listing 
impact you?

PROS

CONS

- Honorific! You live in a nationally recognized historic district!
- Improved stability of property values according to preliminary studies

- State and Federal consideration of district when subject to publicly funded or permitted projects

- There really aren’t any!



THE NATIONAL REGISTER DOES NOT 
RESTRICT A PROPERTY OWNER’S 

ABILITY TO REMODEL, ALTER, 
PAINT, MANAGE, SUBDIVIDE, SELL, 
OR EVEN DEMOLISH A BUILDING.

Restrictions from the register relate entirely to public permitting or funding.



THERE ARE NO IMPACTS TO 
INSURANCE RATES OR COVERAGE 

FOR PRIVATELY-OWNED PROPERTIES 
IN A HISTORIC DISTRICT

An information sheet is available upon request or can be found online at 
https://mckownville.org/2projects/NR_Listed_Properties_and_Insurance_Coverage.pdf



CONTIGUOUS FEDERAL AND STATE 
FUNDED OR PERMITTED PROJECTS 

MUST CONSIDER THE DISTRICT

This means that things such as DOT projects (think Western Avenue…) or SUNY projects MUST take 
the historic district into consideration when determining if the proposed project will have any 

environmental or cultural adverse impacts.



What’s the listing process?
- Eligibility Determination

- Nomination Draft

- SHPO Editing

- First Letter

- Public Meeting

- State Review Board (and hopefully State Register listing!)

- Second Letter

- National Park Service Review (and hopefully National Register listing!)

- Third Letter



QUESTIONS?



National Register Questions?
Contact: James Carter
E-Mail: james.carter@parks.ny.gov
Phone: (518)-268-2194

Contact: Weston Davey
E-Mail: weston.davey@parks.ny.gov
Phone: (518)-268-2164

Technical Questions About the DOI Standards for Rehabilitation?

Letters of Support or Objection should be sent to:
Deputy Commissioner Daniel Mackay
Office of Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation
Division for Historic Preservation
PO Box 189, Waterford, NY 12188

*Please remember objection letters must be original signed and notarized copies*
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